ASHBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

Date:
Monday 8 May 2017
Councillors:
Kate Watkins (Chairman), Cliff Davies, Richard Fergusson, Lorna Halford, Bill Spence, Yvonne Constance (County Councillor), Elaine Ware (District Councillor)
Clerk
James Greenham
Apologies
Simon Howell (District Councillor)
Circulation:
As above plus minute file, village noticeboard and village website

Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting held on 6 March 2017 had been circulated prior to the meeting and were formally approved at this meeting.  
Matters arising from previous minutes
The council needs to update the mandate for signature on the Nationwide savings account.  However this action will be on hold until there is a change of clerk.
Following cost investigations for new noticeboards, it was decided to keep this matter on hold until further notice.  Commercially available noticeboards may seem too expensive to be a priority for the council at the moment.
Church Lane is recorded as a public bridleway.  It was noted the cost of inspecting and maintaining the lime trees along Church Lane will be met by a body other than the Parish Council.  There will be no further action on this matter for the parish council to resolve.

The clerk confirmed a road sweeper has been requested for a village-wide visit.

Mr Reg Smith had requested that the concrete steps joining Pound Piece to Millers Lane could be converted into a ramp, which would help some of the older residents negotiate this area.  At the moment investigations are in hand to ascertain the ownership of the steps – it is thought the District Council is the owner.  Further progress to be reported at the next meeting.
 
Action RF
Update from County Councillor
Yvonne Constance advised that the One Unitary Council proposal which is being discussed within all Oxfordshire local authorities is currently in purdah because of the General Election.  
It should be noted however that Ashbury PC was not consulted on the matter and Yvonne Constance agreed to investigate the reasons for this oversight.
Action YC
Update from District Councillor
Elaine Ware submitted a written update summarising local developments during the last year. 
There is now an App available from Thames Valley Police which residents can download from the usual App Stores.  

Grants for the hosting of festivals are now available and Kate Watkins agreed to investigate further if this could be a source of funding for certain events.
Action KW
Planning issues
Approved
	Tractor Barn, Ashdown Park
	Structural repair by National Trust

	Double Cottage, Idstone
	Replacement of windows etc


Pending

	Lower Mill, Kingston Winslow
	Replacement of rotten windows etc

	20 Pound Piece, Ashbury
	Single storey front extension to replace porch


There was a discussion concerning the legality of the construction of Lordwell Cottage, Berrycroft.  Kate Watkins and Cliff Davies will follow up this matter, and forward a letter received from Cherry Warren to the planning team at the District Council.
Action KW/CD
Financial update for the parish council
There was no financial update presented as this was at the same time as the annual summary from 2016-2017.
Neighbourhood Plan development and update
Cliff Davies updated on progress with the Neighbourhood Plan, including the completion of the Evidence Based Review.  Work on the Open Space consultation is now underway.
An application for further locality funding has been received. 

The funding is less than expected and it was agreed to proceed with a proposal to use the services of Fiona Jury Planning who offers a more cost-effective fee structure.  Fiona Jury has agreed to step down from her role within ANP Group.
It should be noted there was agreement that there is no conflict of interest in having the parish clerk also acting as the Responsible Finance Officer for the ANP.

Community Communication plans
Kate Watkins advised that it is hoped to have an electronic communication process in place within the next few weeks, following continued progress of the Community Communication Group, which meets separately.  KW will discuss and liaise with Richard Fergusson and Roger Simons.  Item remains outstanding
Action KW
Highways issues and update
The volunteer working group for the village sign planters will investigate possible funding from a county level to support the grass cutting costs.
The clerk will investigate ownership of the strip of grass/land in Wixes Piece between the shop and the terraced housing.
 
Action: JRG
Richard Fergusson will draft a note to be published in the village newsletter requesting residents to refrain from parking on pavements within the village.

Community Update

School update
The school recently received a good outcome to a health and safety audit.

There are three vacancies on the school governing body and volunteers are requested to contact Richard Fergusson.


Likewise the Pre-School is also looking for Trustees to allow it to continue past September.
Village Hall Update
The village hall committee continues to request for any feedback from residents for further improvements to the village hall.
Any other business
Kate Watkins will purchase some metal notices to be installed, advising no dogs are allowed in the playground. 

Action KW
Likewise a contact sheet needs to be published on the noticeboard in the event repairs need to be reported.

Action JRG
The council hoped that a new group could be formed to take over long term management of the public open space, such that it becomes a usable and appropriate space for all to enjoy.  This may take place during the summer at the earliest
Comments from the public
No comments received.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
Dates of next meeting

The date of the next meeting will be Monday 10 July 2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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