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Thought for the month- 
 

What is sin? Who cares? and does it matter anyway? 
 
We are probably all fed up with all the press coverage of the forthcoming 
General Election……don’t worry I’m not going to make a political statement, 
other than to say that I was intrigued by the fact that various factions seem 
intent on getting this candidate or that candidate to pronounce on whether 
this deed or that deed is a sin. 
 
Who knows what sin is and in this modern age nobody seems to care…isn’t 
it just an out-dated idea?.....so does it matter?  
 
Some think a sin is just breaking the ten commandments; I believe this is sin 
but it is more than that, sin is not reaching God’s perfect standard. It says 
in Romans chapter 3 verse 23 “All have sinned and fallen short of God’s 
glory” and it says in Romans chapter 6 verse 23 “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 
Whether we are a murderer or a carer, whether we are a thief or a donor, 
whether we are homosexual or heterosexual, we are all under the same 
condemnation. It is no good looking at the next person and saying they are 
worse than I am, because we are all sinners.  
 
Is it relevant in today’s world…I would say YES. Jesus has said that he will 
return to judge the world, but it is not just a bleak, hopeless situation as 
Jesus has died for each one of us and He is willing to forgive us our sins if 
we just trust in Him. I am not worried about Jesus coming as I am sure that 
he will forgive me…not because I am good but because I am trusting Him to 
take ALL my sins away. (Not just in the past but the ones I still cannot 
avoid committing every day!) I pray that you will turn to him too, before it is 
too late as he could come anytime soon! 
 
 
 

Andrew Bunce 
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Shrivenham and Ashbury Benefice Services in June 
 

Sunday 4th June              Pentecost 
7.45am Holy Communion (BCP) Shrivenham 
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Compton 
9.00am Matins Watchfield 
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Fernham 
10.15am Family Service with Baptism Shrivenham 
11.00am Holy Communion Ashbury 
3.00pm  Joint Service  Longcot Chapel 
6.30pm Compline and Benediction Shrivenham 
 
Sunday 11th June       Trinity Sunday         
9.00am Holy Communion   Watchfield 
9.00am Morning Worship Fernham 
9.30am Holy Communion Longcot 
10.15am Parish Communion Shrivenham 
11.00am Holy Communion Ashbury 
 
Sunday 18th  June  
7.45am Holy Communion (BCP) Shrivenham 
9.00am Matins Watchfield 
9.00am Matins Compton 
9.00am Holy Communion Fernham 
10.15am Fathers’ Day Family Service  Shrivenham 
11.00am Family Service Ashbury 
6.00pm Evening Worship Longcot 
 
Thursday 25th June                     
10.15am Benefice Service Holy Communion 

celebration of 20 years since 
Canon Hancock’s Ordination  

Shrivenham 

 
The Ashbury prayer cycle for June will be 4th Station Road, 11th The 
Malthouses, 18th Walnut Trees Hill, 25th Wixes Piece.  
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Ashbury Evangelical Free Church 
 
Starting from May 2017, unless otherwise stated, we will meet once a month 
for a communion service on Sunday mornings, rather than weekly. This will 
be the second week of each month at the usual time of 10.15 am. so this 
month it will be: 
June 11th Communion Service 10.15 a.m.   
Tea and chat will normally continue the first and third Wednesday afternoon 
of each month at 2.15pm but will be 7th June only this month.  It’s free and 
all are welcome. 
 

Ashbury News 
 

Newsletter – Can you help? 
We need a volunteer in Ashbury/Kingston Winslow who could distribute our 
newsletters to our area deliverers just once a year.  It would involve 
delivering a batch of newsletters which would be delivered to you folded and 
counted, to our 10 newsletter ‘posties’ in the Ashbury/Kingston Winslow area. 
If you could help please call Judy Clarke on 01793 710305 or 
email judithannclarke@sky.com.  Many thanks. 
 
The Parish of Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan Vision & Objectives 
Consultation: With two chances to win £100 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has just launched its consultation 
on the draft Vision & Objectives [V&O’s] for the Plan. The V&O’s have been 
drafted using the feedback from our initial survey carried out in 
November/December of last year, and supplemented by the subsidiary 
surveys on specific issues carried out in the intervening period. 
 
As the V&O’s will provide the foundation of the Plan, and particularly the 
Plan policies, we wish to ensure that these reflect the local community’s 
preferred options subject only to these being consistent with national & local 
planning policies. It is so important that we secure the opinions of as 
many residents as possible that we are offering an incentive of two 
cash prizes of £100* to be drawn from the completed questionnaires 
received prior to the closing date of 11th June 2017. 
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The Steering Group will be using a number of methods to circulate 
questionnaires, including making copies available at both Ashbury Shop & the 
Rose & Crown. It can also be sourced via our link under ‘Hot Topics’ on the 
home page of the Ashbury website at www.ashbury.org.uk   Alternatively, you 
can contact us and request a copy by phone on 01793 710 712, or by 
Email at n.plan@ashbury.org.uk – just let us know whether you prefer a paper 
or electronic [Emailed] copy. 
Full details of how to return your completed questionnaire are given on the 
form and via our link on the Ashbury website at www.ashbury.org.uk  
* Only open to residents of the Parish, aged 18-years or over 
completing the questionnaire. 

 
Ashbury Community Club Summer Programme 
 
Thurs June 29th Lunch at the Rose & Crown 
Thurs July 27th Wyvern Tea and Tour. An afternoon trip with a guided tour 
behind the scenes of the Theatre, followed by tea and cake. 
Thurs August 31st A visit to Pendon Museum near Didcot to see a miniature 
landscape with model houses depicting village life in the Vale in the 1930s. 
Do join us for one, or more, of our events. Why not bring a friend? Everyone 
is welcome. 
For further info. or to book a place-phone Jackie Baker on 710358 or email 
jackie8walnuts@hotmail.co.uk  
 
ASHBURY AND KINGSTONE WINSLOW NEWSLETTER QUESTIONNAIRE  
Reviewed from Mid-March to end of April 2017 
During the past two months the Newsletter distributors collected responses 
from 150 Ashbury & Kingstone Winslow homes. The overwhelming response 
was to comment that they appreciated the newsletter and would like to 
retain it as a hard copy. Only 15% of those replying said they would prefer 
an electronic copy.  
Suggestions for additions being a Calendar of events, Births, Marriages & 
Deaths, Shop information, Parish Council news including progress on 
Neighbourhood Plan, School news, Bus times, Dustbin collection (especially 
over Bank Holidays) and contact details of Parish Council, PCC and other 
voluntary organisation officers/contacts. 
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Dickie Green’s Country matters was frequently stated as being appreciated. 
A working group of the PCC will meet shortly to see how the views obtained 
might be incorporated into future newsletters bearing mind that some 
changes will also have implications for the Longcot and Fernham sections of 
the newsletter. 
 
Barn Dance - Ashbury Manor Barn - Friday 9th June - 6pm-8pm. (In aid 
of Friends of Ashbury School, Charity No 1100425) Dust off your hat and 
boots and mosey on down for a hoedown! Live music from “Life of Riley”, 
Licensed Bar, Ice cream van. Nibbles provided but you are welcome to bring 
a picnic! Prizes for the best dressed Cowboy and Cowgirl! Tickets on sale 
from Ashbury Shop - Adults £5 / Children £2.50. 
 
Thank you from Friends of Ashbury School. Thank you to all our intrepid 
Treasure Hunters from Sunday 14th May. We hoped you enjoyed the hunt in 
the sunshine! We raised £48 for our funds and the Prize draw prizes were 
won by a past pupil, a future pupil and a group of current pupils. Well done 
to our winners! 
 
Thank you from Ashbury Pre-School. A huge thank you to all who 
supported the Ashbury Market on Sunday 14th May; we raised £199.81 for 
the Pre-School funds. 
 

Longcot and Fernham News 
 

Fernham Village Fete (SN7 7NX) Saturday 17th June 12-4pm opposite 
the church. 
Come along for a fun afternoon with a variety of stalls; tasty food and 
drinks and activities to appeal to all ages. There will be a shooting stand, a 
chance to “smash the crockery” to relieve any stress, tombola, bric-a-brac, 
books, cakes and plants for sale, to name just a few. There is the chance to 
win a wheelbarrow full of bottles – too good to miss. 
Free parking in the church car park. 

 
Fernham & Shellingford WI		
Our next meeting is on June 21st in Fernham Church Hall at 7.30pm. We 
start the evening with a glass of wine and nibbles and a chance for a chat 
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before the meeting begins.  Our speaker is Lynda Warren with a talk entitled 
'A Spoonful of Herbs'.  We will have our usual raffle with tea and biscuits at 
the end of the meeting.  We are a small friendly group and visitors are 
always welcome for a small fee. 
Enquiries to Joan Turner - 01367 820607  or Elli Wickham - 01367 820544 
 
Proverbs & Petals – Thank you to everyone for making this year’s flower 
festival such a success.  To the flower arrangers for their creative and fun 
designs which were much admired; to our sponsors without whom we would 
not have had such lovely flowers to arrange; to the Shrivenham choir and 
our bell ringers who helped make choral evensong such a memorable 
celebration and to others in the village who made cakes, served tea, and 
found time to do the many things needed to welcome visitors over the ten 
days.  And lastly a big thank you to all of you who came to see the church 
and for your lovely compliments and kind donations. 
Shirley Dalton-Morris 
 
Longcot A Village in the Vale.  I am still being asked if there are any 
copies of the Longcot book available.  It has been out of print for years but 
if anyone has a copy they no longer require I would be interested in hearing 
from them.  
Shirley Dalton-Morris: Tel 01793 782989 e-mail: hirsley-
village@mybtinternet.com  
 
Longcot Churches working together -Chapel News 
 
SUN. 4th 3pm -Everyone is welcome to our monthly joint service which this 
month will be led by Revd Keith Osborn. Tea and biscuits will be served 
after the service. 
FRI. 30th 3pm T-TIME FELLOWSHIP- Afternoon tea will be available from 3-4-
30pm. Everyone is welcome and there will be no charge but if you'd like to 
make a donation the money will go to one of the charities that we have 
supported over the years at our Coffee Mornings. Everyone is welcome and if 
transport would help or for more information then please ring Stella on 
782584. 
HUGE THANKS – to all who joined us at the last T-time Fellowship and 
contributed to the £35which has been sent to The Leprosy Mission. 
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Community news 
 

Bishopstone Country Garden Fête 
Saturday 10th June from 12 noon to 4.00 pm 

 
This year’s fete will be held in the gardens of Prebendal Farm in the heart 
of the picturesque village of Bishopstone.  It offers all the charm of a 
traditional garden fete but with so much more for all the family! The Fete 
will be opened by the Game of Thrones Actress Tara Fitzgerald. 
 
Come and enjoy a wide range of attractions including: 
delicious cream teas, ice creams, the Flying Pig organic BBQ, live music & a 
licensed bar 
lots of stalls including plants, homemade cakes & jams, white elephant, 
books, accessories, toys, crafts, antiques, chocolate tombola & much more 
Vintage cars, bikes, steam engine & armoured military vehicles. 
And especially for children - a Seaworld inflatable slide, face painting, tattoos 
& nails, toy stall, games, & sideshows.  
Free entrance for under 16s 
 
Potholes  
Given all the bad weather recently, these have become (more of) a problem 
again. To report potholes on line, use the Oxfordshire County Council 
website – street maintenance -  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/potholes 
 

Benefice News 
 
Café Church, Ashbury 
It seems amazing that it is a year since we started Café Church; many 
thanks to everyone who has come to support and contribute to this less 
formal style of worship. And a particular thank you to Lorna for making it 
possible and providing such great coffee!  
 
Breakfast Groups, open to all   
Men’s breakfast: in the Ashbury Village Hall on Saturday 3June. Everyone is 
welcome, the conversation is great and the English breakfast is free – we 
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just ask for a donation if you can. Please call Norma (710055) if you would 
like to come 
 
Breakfast Bible Study: this monthly discussion group will meet again at 
8am on Saturday 24 June at Margaret & Stewart Smith’s (Church Lane 
Bungalow). Everyone is welcome to chat about anything and everything over 
a cup of coffee and a simple breakfast. Again, please call Norma on 710055 
to confirm 
Another opportunity for discussion will come when Bishop Steven, Bishop of 
Oxford, visits the Deanery on Wednesday 7 June. There will be an open 
meeting at Uffington Village Hall at 7.15. Please contact Norma (710055) for 
more details  
 
St Mary’s Longcot: Petals and Proverbs  
A huge thank you to Shirley Dalton-Morris and everyone who made the 
church so beautiful for the Flower Festival and to St Andrew’s choir for 
leading Evensong on Sunday 7th. It really was a wonderful ten days.  
 
Prayer for the month  
The Archbishop of Canterbury is asking people to join a wave of prayer 
between 25 May (Ascension Day) and 4 June. There will be a 24 hour prayer 
vigil in St Andrew’s from 6am on Saturday 3 June to 6am on Sunday 4 
June. if you can spare an hour, please sign up on the sheet at the back of 
the church or email Jane Ahern at thestable@protonmail.com to volunteer, 
or just pray privately during the period. More information is available on 
www.thykingdomcome.global. 
 
The prayer for Thy Kingdom Come is:  
Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into the world to preach the 
good news of your kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts 
with the fire of your love, that all who hear your word may be drawn to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Looking forward 
There will be a Pet Service in St Mary’s, Ashbury, at 11am on Sunday 2 July. 
Hopefully the weather will be kind and the service can be outdoors.  

Norma 
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Country Matters 
 

On the farm we are praying for rain. Since March 10th there has been very 
little and the cold drying winds from the east don’t help either so I am 
writing this to tempt a change.* In our gardens and on the farm a lot of 
spring crops are yet to emerge properly and cracks are appearing far too 
early in the year. I read that after a dry winter the average rainfall in April 
in the south is 7.6mm compared with 66.8mm a year ago. I also fear for the 
hedging and wood planting that I wrote about two months ago. I am going 
to water some of them a second time with a big bowser and pipe.  
 
Worrying though it is we tend to forget we have been here before. I have 
always maintained the briefest of weather notes. Those of my age recall the 
droughts of 1975 and 1976 but the crops then looked super until late May 
in ’76 after which it stayed dry until September 12th. I wrote in 1995 that it 
was very dry through April, May, June and July with a very easy harvest. In 
2007 I wrote- almost a drought in April and May but then a terrible June 
and early July, cows kept in for several days at the end of June and early 
July and again on July 20th. We don’t want a repeat of that year when 7.5 
inches of rain fell in 24 hours to swamp particularly Oxfordshire and 
Gloucestershire with the image of the Abbey at Tewksbury marooned in high 
summer and many flooded houses. 
 
 As recently as 2011 I wrote – very dry April and May to be compared with 
1911 and 1921 but with crops thin and short, harvest surprised us with 
excellent quality. Some rain arrived that year in June. I am going back a bit, 
I know, but I have a photograph probably taken by my father aged 16 from 
1921 with several men, horses and small carts clearing mud from a dried-up 
pond that was usually an important water source on my grandfather’s farm 
at Shellingford. 
The old doggerel “oak before the ash, we are in for a splash/ ash before 
the oak, we are in for a soak” is being trotted out in the press. Someone 
replied that with ash die back disease this was no longer to be trusted. On 
my own observations round here I see on balance neither one strongly in 
front of the other this year. 
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I could mention that down in the Vale on the Wiltshire/ Oxfordshire border 
below Idstone the footpath down Featherbed lane has been cleared and 
opened up to Bourton by the council. I believe in times past this was the 
shortest way to the station at Shrivenham and was used to get the milk on 
the train for the London market. 
*It worked. [Ed.] 

Richard Green 
Benefice Clergy 

Vicar 
NSM 

Rev Richard Hancock 
Revd Norma Fergusson 
(Except Monday and Friday)  

01793 780183 
01793 710055 
 

 
 
Newsletter entries for July 2017 Submit your entries for July by 16th June 
to: M. Turner Claremont, Ashbury SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 01793 

710302     
Ashbury Village Website www.ashbury.org.uk 


