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Major Events this month  

 
Community Club 28th  

Remembrance Sunday 10th  
St Mary’s Christmas Bazaar Saturday 30th 
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Thought for the month 
 
Like many people I spend far too much time on social media.  I use Facebook for 
keeping in touch with old friends (Mostly from my school days) and I use Instagram 
for sharing things about art and paintings, mostly from my own collection.  I tend to 
only follow people on Instagram whose posts are predominantly about art.  One 
exception to this is a lady I have recently started following, who posts mostly Christian 
thought provoking sayings.  One she posted recently started me thinking ”Here’s one 
way I can know that I’ve forgotten the gospel of Grace - when your sin bothers me 
more than my own”  Christians are often accused of being hypocrites because people 
think we are  looking at and judging others while still ‘sinning’ ourselves.    
 
As Christians we believed that we are all sinners and it is only by accepting what Jesus 
has done for us on the cross that God will forgive us our sins…. Just because we are 
forgiven doesn’t mean that we no longer sin and it doesn’t give us a licence to 
continue sinning.  I should not be looking at your sins, I should look at my own and 
give thanks to God for his totally undeserved forgiveness which he has given me….. 
We should all look at our own sins and seek God’s forgiveness then give thanks to him 
for his love and kindness to us. 
 
On another topic, anyone passing the Free Church will see a lot more activity there in 
the coming months (See the Church Notices in this newsletter).  We as the Free 
Church are so few we have decided to let the Ambassadors Bible Church use our 
premises (http://www.ambiblechurch.uk/about-us.html).  They were looking for a 
place to have as a base as they have previously just been meeting at the Watchfield 
Village Hall on Sundays and at members’ houses during the week.  I have no doubt 
they will be in touch to invite you to some of their services and all would be welcome.    
 
They seem a friendly group of people and we are looking forward to their 
contribution that they will make to our village.  I understand that on Sunday evenings 
Greg Hibbins, the Pastor, hopes to run courses showing how the bible is relevant to 
aspects of our modern lives.  I think he will be starting with ‘Forgiveness’ and I 
understand that he will also probably run a course on ‘practical parenting’ which 
could be helpful to any people with children.   As they say…watch this space! 
 

Andrew Bunce 
 

Views expressed in “Thought for the month” are those of the contributors 
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Ashbury News 
Ashbury Village Green - 
We've made huge progress since this time last year, but there are a few things still to sort 
out. As several people have commented, the playing field is not as flat as it should be and 
is collecting water. The contractor has recognised this and has proposed that the Parish 
Council should not pay the whole of his bill until the problem has been resolved. The 
surface at the entrance onto Malthouse Close and straightening the traffic bollards 
remains to be done. The work to remove the border weeds has unfortunately been 
delayed by the recent bad weather but will go ahead as soon as possible. 
Many thanks to everyone who came to the public meeting last month when we launched 
the Ashbury tree sponsorship scheme, and special thanks to all those who have already 
offered to sponsor a tree. If you would like more information about sponsoring a tree, or 
have any other questions please contact Liz Derrington (email 
elizabethderrington45@gmail.com or tel 710813). 
ASHBURY COMMUNITY CLUB 
Thursday 28th November at 2.30pm in Ashbury Village Hall 
Lydia Otter from Pennyhooks Farm in Shrivenham will tell us how people with complex 
autism are helped to have purposeful and fulfilling lives by taking part in farming, 
gardening and crafts such as making & selling Bee Houses. 
The talk will be followed by tea & biscuits with time for a chat. 
Everyone is welcome to join us - only £2 
more info. from Jackie Baker on 710358 
 
CHURCH CHRISTMAS BAZAAR – SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
This is St Mary’s main fundraising event of the year, and we would be very grateful for 
your support by providing items to sell.  These can either be left at the Village Hall during 
the morning of the Bazaar, or prior to that given to  the following:   
Cakes:  Clare McGlashan (710754)/Les Fitchett 
Bric-a-Brac:  Peggy Leon (710273) 
Gifts:  Anne Taylor (710051)/ Claire Routley 
Bottles:  Sue/James Reade (710208) 
Books:  Marion Turner( 710302) 
Children’s Toys: Julia Blake (07760 238 929) (to be confirmed)  
Jewellery:  Ann Disbury (to be confirmed) 
Raffle prizes:  Margaret Smith (710800)/Audrey Tilling 
Other stalls include:  Children’s Games - Bill/Diane Lovegrove, Teas – Jane Worrall/Nina 
Tombs. As in previous years raffle tickets will be sold door-to-door prior to the Bazaar. 
Donations for the Raffle and items for the Christmas Hamper Raffle prize should be given 
to Margaret Smith (710800) We look forward to seeing you on 30th!!! 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL PRODUCE 
The Women’s Refuge were delighted with all the dried, packet, canned and fresh goods 
given to them after the Church and School Harvest Festivals.  Thank you everyone for your 
support. 
 
 

Longcot News 
Longcot Church Volunteers 
 
The Autumn is a good time to say thank you to some of the many people who voluntarily 
give their time and energy to care for St Mary’s Church.  
Thank you to the church gardeners as we come up to our 20th anniversary of the 
Churchyard Wildlife Garden.  How time flies, and each month 8 to10 volunteers, many the 
same people who founded the group, turn out to keep the churchyard looking good.  Our 
grass mowing team always do a fantastic job each year and the rest of us weed, trim, and 
generally keep things in order but wildlife friendly.  
Thank you to the Parochial Church Council who paid to have the compost and hay bins 
emptied and the dead elm trees felled, and other trees and hedges trimmed recently. A 
huge encouragement to the volunteers! Bernie Cooper did a great cut of the meadow 
again ready for us to clear the hay so that the wildflower seeds set for next year We are 
rebuilding the compost bins at present, so there are always jobs if you want to join us.  
Thank you to the flower arrangers and cleaning teams. We have been busy this year!  We 
try to see there are always fresh flowers in church for the Services and to welcome 
visitors. Additionally, we have decorated for three concerts, two funerals, Harvest Festival 
and helped at Shrivenham with Norma’s installation flowers.  The May flower festival is 
our big annual event which we hold during Oxfordshire Artweeks.  This year four artists 
were exhibiting in Longcot and we welcomed at least 400 visitors to the church during 
Music in Bloom, with donations of £270 to Longcot Village Trust funds. The festival ended 
with a large audience for the first of three concerts by the Torriano Ensemble. 
So thank you to Vicky Medcalf, a professional musician now living in Longcot, for bringing 
her colleagues to give us three wonderful programmes this year.  The church was packed 
last month as the reputation of these concerts grows and the audience enjoyed a range of 
light classical music of exceptional quality. Entry to the concerts has been free with 
donations going to the Longcot Village Trust, fundraising to give a community space 
within the church.  It is hoped to continue the concerts next Spring, so do look out for the 
dates. These events really are not to be missed! 
Thank you everyone and best wishes 
Shirley Dalton-Morris 
Sdm57@btinternet.com 
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Church Matters 
SUNDAY SERVICES 

Date Ashbury A.E.F.C. Longcot Fernham Compton 
3rd 
Nov. 
All 
Saints 

11.00am 
Family 
Service 

10am 
Morning 
Worship 
Service 

3pmChapel 
Joint Service  
(see below) 

No Service 9am  
Holy 
Communion 
(BCP) 

10th 
Nov 
Remem- 
brance 
Sunday 

10.50am 
Act of 
Remem-
brance at 
War 
Memorial 

10.am Holy 
Communion 
6pm 
Evening 
Service 
Taster on 
the 
forgiveness 
course 

10.30am  
Remem- 
brance 
Sunday 
followed by 
Act of 
Remembrance 
at War 
Memorial 

No Service 10.15am 
Remembrance 
Service +Act 
of 
Remembrance 
at War 
Memorial 

17th 
Nov 
 

11.00am 
Shoe box 
Sunday 
Service with 
School (see 
below) 

10am 
Morning 
Worship 
Service 
6pm 
Evening 
Service 
forgiveness 
course 

6pm Evensong No service No service 

24th 
Nov 
Bible 
Sunday 

11am Holy 
Communion 

10am and 
6pm as 17th 
see above  

9.30am 
Family 
Communion 

No Service No Service 

 
In addition-Midweek services/ gatherings 
Ashbury- St. Mary’s 
Thursday 7th November- 8am- said Morning Prayer 
Thursday 14th November- 11am- short said service of Holy Communion in the Celtic 
tradition 
Thursday 21st November- 8am- said Morning Prayer 
Thursday 28th November- 8am- said Morning Prayer 
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Prayer cycle- for November- 3rd Wixes Piece, 10th Ashbury Hill, 17th Berrycroft, 24th 
Berrycroft Lane 
We would welcome Shoe box contributions for Sunday 17th November to be delivered to 
St. Mary’s. 
Ashbury- Evangelical Free Church 
Wednesday 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th November- 2.15pm- Tea & chat-Everyone is welcome 
 
Longcot- St. Mary’s- 
Subject to other pastoral commitments, Evening Prayer is normally said at 5pm on 
Tuesdays 
 
Fernham – St John’s  
Saturday 9 November – 2.30pm- Dedication of the Memorial Garden, followed by tea 
 
Longcot churches working together – Chapel news 
Sunday 3rd November- 3pm- This month’s service will be led by Rev’d Norma Fergusson 
and everyone is most welcome to join us and to stay for tea and biscuits afterwards. 
Friday 29th November- 3pm - T Time Fellowship.  Do come along and enjoy afternoon tea 
in good company, 
Everyone is welcome.  There is no charge but donations to our chosen charity will be 
welcome. 
HUGE THANKS to all those who joined us in August for a cream tea and to those who 
come to the monthly T Time Fellowship. Your generous donations mean that we have 
recently been able to send £314 to the charity, Send a Cow. 
 

Benefice Notices 
Scout Post   
Scout post stamps costing 30p each are available from IV Florist in Shrivenham, 
Bloomfields café in Watchfield  and in Ashbury village shop, where the special green 
post boxes will also be found. Look out for posters around the villages for information 
about delivery areas. Last posting date is Wednesday 11th December More detailsi n 
next month’s newsletter  

NOTICE FOR CONTRIBUTORS: There will be a joint issue of the 
Newsletter for December 2019/ January 2020 and entries for 
inclusion must be received by 25th November.  
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Country Matters 
 

Rewilding is currently a hot topic and the Burrells’ historic Knapp estate in Sussex is an 
interesting example. They formerly farmed cows and arable conventionally on difficult 
Weald clay with disappointing success. Sir Charles Burrell was brought up in Africa and 
has now replicated his early experience there with a landscape now returning to the 
middle ages. It was a radical plan controversially assisted by government financial 
support. Predominately unfarmed grazing deer, longhorn cattle and semi wild pigs ensure 
scrub and open glades rather than forest with the bonus of a harvest of organic meat 
sales to maintain sustainable numbers. I expect they have fun catching them! 
Nightingales, turtle doves and purple emperor butterflies, all “red alert” species are 
flourishing.  
 
If the editor will indulge a public reply to Clive Hill’s comments in the October Village 
News, I think we are all on the same side of the fence in promoting wildlife. Where we 
might diverge is in the need for man/woman to sometimes exercise control. It is accepted 
that predators’ success is dependent on their food chain. Fundamentalists advocate a 
laissez-faire approach to produce a balance of species. In this process many game birds, 
songbirds, even chicks of larger birds, leverets, hedge hogs will perish from too many 
foxes, badgers and hawks. In the same fashion that the Knapp estate is exercising some 
controls in culling excessive numbers and restricting their animals with a stock proof 
fence round their whole holding, I would maintain that for the greater good man should 
be allowed to manage wildlife and predators where they get too numerous. Our urban 
legislators have got it wrong. 
In common with other farmers rain in the last month approaching half the annual 
precipitation means that the autumn cereal seed is still in the barn and maize is 
deteriorating unharvested in the wet fields. The last wet autumn was in 2000 when 18 
inches of rain was recorded in September, October and November but that year we had 
started planting earlier, we had harvested the maize and went on to get 500 acres sown. 
It looks grim. We will need a really good November this year to get us out of trouble. 
 
A final comment on harvest festivals. They were, with Christmas, Easter and Whitsun the 
church’s foremost celebrations. I was away for the Ashbury service but in Bishopstone out 
of a congregation of nine only four from Bishopstone attended their harvest festival 
including Penny and me living in the village. It is so sad that with our villages still 
agricultural, with active gardening societies, that harvest festivals in our churches are 
seen as so irrelevant and lack support. I am bound to say, use them or lose them before 
it’s too late. 
 

Richard Green 
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Contacts 
Ashbury Parish Council 
Chairman Cliff Davies 01793 710712 chairman@ashbury.org.uk 
Clerk to the council: Laura Evans email clerk@ashbury.org.uk 
Defibrillator: On the wall by the School entrance 

St Mary’s Ashbury Parochial Church Council 
House-for-Duty -vacancy  
Church warden: Maggie Simons 01793 710801 
Secretary: Roger Simons 01793 710801 rogersimons1@outlook.com 
Vicar (Shrivenham) Revd Norma Fergusson 01793 784338  
rev.n.fergusson@btinternet.com   (not Monday) 
Ashbury Village Hall 
Maggie Simons 0193 710801 maggiemsimons@outlook.com 
Secretary Margaret Smith 01793 710800 mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk 
Bookings: Lin and Kevin Clarke 01793 710326 
Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp CE(A) Primary School and little Berries Preschool 
Headteacher Rachael Smith 01793 710259 www. http://www.ashburyprimary.org.uk 
office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk 
Ashbury Village Shop 01793 710068 
G.P. Surgeries Shrivenham 01793 782207 Lambourn 01488 71715/72299  
Post Office at the Rose & Crown Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.30am 
Vale of the White Horse District Council 01235 422422 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ 
Recycling/Rubbish collection queries admin.vale@biffa.co.uk 
Food waste is collected weekly, green/black bins alternate each week. Garden waste 
brown bins fortnightly. Mondays except Bank holidays. 
Your Local District Councillors are: Elaine Ware 01973 783026 
elaine.ware@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and Simon Howell 01793 784491 
simon.howell@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
County Councillor: Yvonne Constance: 01235 751475/07976934884 
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
M.P. for the Wantage constituency: Ed Vaizey. Contact information. House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA. Bus. phone: 0207 219 6350. email: ed.vaizey.mp@parliament.uk. 
 
Newsletter entries for December/January2019./20 Submit your entries for both months 
by 25th  November to: M. Turner Claremont, Ashbury SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 
01793 710302  For more of “what’s on” and local information see the Ashbury Village 
Website www.ashbury.org.uk and the community page on Facebook. 


