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Silent auction

Hello from Paul
November for St Mary’s Ashbury
Scout post news

28th

In addition to the version available at www.ashbury.org.uk, a few individual copies
will be left in Ashbury Village Shop, St Mary’s and the bus shelter (in a cardboard
box) for anyone “offline” to collect. . Ashbury residents: let your distributor know if
you need a paper copy-see inside.
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Thought for the month
Nobody needs me to tell them that this has been a very odd year. At the start of the
20th century the Times apparently asked its readers the question… “What is wrong
with the World?” It is a question that is often discussed and argued over in pubs,
bars, churches and living rooms up and down the country….It seems to be a topic
which everyone has an opinion on, and given the chance they will share it with you, at
length, whether you want them to or not! The newspaper received numerous replies
but none so brief or as personal as the four word reply, which said, “Dear Sirs, I am.”
I cannot be sure if the story about the newspaper is true or just anecdotal, but I do
know that centuries earlier the Apostle Paul addressed the same issue in his letters
recorded in the New Testament. He writes in his first letter to Timothy chapter 1
verse 15 “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the
worst” I believe that our sin is what is wrong with the word and so since we are all
sinners, each ones’ sin is the problem. Jesus has provided the solution…….We just
need to recognise our own sin and repent then trust in Jesus who died to save all
those who put their faith in Him. I can echo the thoughts of Paul and the respondent
to the newspaper….. What is wrong with the world….I am!
(I have to confess that I have borrowed very heavily from a recent thought in my ‘Our
Daily Bread’ Bible reading notes, which I read every day, for the basis of this ‘thought
for the month’.

Andrew Bunce
Views expressed in “Thought for the month” are those of the contributors
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Ashbury News
Ashbury Parish Newsletter
Residents of Ashbury Parish will have received (or will be receiving) a note through
their door asking them to let their local distributor know if they do not have access to
the electronic circulation of the newsletter and would like to receive a paper copy as
they did before Lockdown in March.
Once we hear from the distributors who would like paper copies we will arrange
delivery from the December issue onwards.
Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp Church of England (Aided) Primary School
Consultation on Admission Arrangements for the Academic Year 2022-2023 The
Governors of Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp Church of England (Aided) Primary
School are consulting on their Admissions Policy for 2022-2023. The proposed
admissions policy can be found on our school website
https://www.ashburyprimary.org.uk/Admissions/
The consultation period will run from 1st October 2020 until 19th November 2020
inclusive. Comments should be addressed to: Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp
Church of England (Aided) Primary School, Ashbury, SN6 8LN
Office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk by 19th November 2020.
Little Berries Preschool - we are now accepting applications for children who are
starting pre-school in January 2021. If you are interested in finding out more about
our pre-school please call 01793 710259 or email office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk
Elain Mellor thanks the people in Ashbury who sent cards, letters, flowers and loving
messages of support following the death of her husband. The practical help of those
special friends around her was also appreciated during a difficult time.
Elain said 'I was touched by the wonderful send off Ashbury and local friends gave
Stan as he left the village on his final journey. It more than compensated for the
restriction of numbers at his funeral service.'
SILENT AUCTION - Saturday 28 November
We now have almost 30 lots for the Silent Auction to raise funds for St Mary's Church
- with some exciting and interesting donations! The catalogue will be published at the
beginning of next month, with full instructions on how to submit your bid. There's
still time to add a few more lots, so do get in touch with either Margaret Smith or
Judy Clarke if you are able to donate something.
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CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES
If you would like to contribute a shoebox of goodies for children in need across the
world, please bring it along to the services at St Mary’s Ashbury on 1 and 15
November or leave it in the porch between those dates. You can also pick up a ‘How
To Pack Your Shoebox’ leaflet from the porch or visit the Samaritan’s Purse website
for more information. Maggie Simons www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
SWINDON WOMEN'S REFUGE - Harvest Donations
Thank you to everyone who contributed to St Mary's Harvest Festival. The donations
were gratefully received this morning by the Refuge. It has been suggested that some
people might like to give an on-line financial donation. To do this and to find out
more about the services available please click here:
https://swadomesticabuse.org/our-services/accomodation/
Longcot News
Gardeners in the early days!
This is the 20th year the Churchyard Wildlife gardening group has been in existence
and what a memorable year we are all living through! The Covid-19 pandemic and
the government imposed restrictions have meant we missed workparties in April and
May but individual volunteers really stepped up to keep the churchyard looking good.
Since June monthly workparties have resumed, suitably socially-distanced, and we
have enjoyed the companionship and being outdoors. In fact the churchyard is
looking in particularly good shape this year.
It has been a strange 20th anniversary with little chance to celebrate but it is
interesting to look back to notes of when we started in 2000. Under Judy Stretton’s
leadership we had Aims and Objectives, Management Plans, Risk Assessments, and a
schedule of wildlife surveys all in place. Now we are more informal but have tried to
follow at least the spirit of those guidelines, realising that we have something very
special in the small area we are priviledged to look after and which we know is greatly
appreciated by the village.
Twenty years ago few people thought about biodiversity and climate change and our
ideas for a wildlife garden came in for some criticsm. We had to do a certain amount
of persuasion of the benefits of uncut grass, stinging nettles and flowerbeds left with
seed heads all winter. Although our churchyard is not an ideal wildlife area being
small, walled, and bounded on all sides by roads so that there are no natural green
corridors, we have tried to do our bit for the environment. Our aim was always to
keep the churchyard looking attractive for people and a place for nature to thrive,
and it still is. Hopefully we have taken the village with us as it is even more important
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today to maintain the churchyard with a light hand, with areas of wild and
undisturbed habitat where as many species as we can attract can live. Our passion for
the work has not dimmed, even if some of us are feeling the effects of the passing of
time!
As always a huge thank you to the garden volunteers who turn up on the first Sunday
of each month and those who regularly cut the grass in summer. We have help when
we need it with the bigger tasks, mowing the meadow, cutting trees and hedges and
disposing of waste. In fact the churchyard is a great tribute to Longcot community
spirit and the many people who respond so generously when needed. Thank you all
and we always welcome new gardeners.
Shirley & Jan - sdm57@btinternet.com.
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W&S Scout Christmas Post 2020 – Shrivenham area only
Christmas will be upon us before we know it, and Watchfield & Shrivenham Scouts
are again running a Christmas card delivery service. However, this year, due to the
current Co-vid 19 situation, we are not teaming up with the Scouts in Swindon, so it
will only cover our local area of Shrivenham, Watchfield, Bourton, Ashbury and
Longcot.
The price will remain the same – just 30p per card posted in our special green boxes
situated in IV Florists, High Street, Shrivenham (open 9 – 5.30 Mon – Sat) Lyall and Co
café in High Street, Watchfield (open 9 – 3 Mon – Sat) and The Village shop, Ashbury
(open 11 – 2 Tues – Sat)
Just visit these places with your post for the surrounding villages between Wednesday
25th November and the last posting date of Saturday 19th December, buy your Scout
stamps and put your letters in the special green post boxes, and sit back!
Your Christmas cards will be sorted and delivered by a volunteer army of Scouts, Cubs
and Beavers (and their parents) before Christmas Eve.
Please do not put any post in these boxes destined for Swindon, as we are unable
to deliver in those areas.
Church Matters

Hello from Paul: (our new Associate Vicar who will be licenced on Tuesday 3rd
November)
A warm hello to all of you. Katriona, my wife, and I have moved into St Mary’s House,
8 Chapel Lane, Ashbury as I take up the post of Associate Vicar in the benefice. Thank
you for the welcome we have received so far with flowers, eggs, and coffee and
walnut cake! I look forward to getting to know you all and working with and for you
as your parish priest. You may well see us out and about with our two black and white
Jack Russel terriers. Do stop us and make yourself known. Revd Canon Paul
Richardson 710241
November services in Ashbury, Compton and Longcot will be as follows:
Sunday 1 November
9.30am
Longcot
10am
Holy Communion
All Saints Day

Morning Prayer
Ashbury
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Sunday 8 November
Memorial, Ashbury

10.40am

Remembrance Sunday War

11am

Remembrance Sunday War

Memorial, Compton
11.30am
Remembrance Sunday War Memorial, Longcot
3pm
Remembrance Sunday St John’s
Churchyard,
Fernham
Thursday 12 November
Ashbury

10am

Holy Communion

Sunday 15 November
Ashbury

10am

Holy Communion

Sunday 22 November
Longcot

9.30am

Morning Prayer

10am

Holy Communion

10am

Patronal Communion

10am

Holy Communion

Compton
Sunday 29 November
Shrivenham
Longcot

For the time being, there will be no services at Fernham. Please check the website
(www.shrivenhamandasbury.co.uk) or Facebook page for further details or contact:
Rev’d Norma Fergusson (Vicar)
Canon Paul Richardson (Associate Vicar)
November)
Maggie Simons, Ashbury churchwarden
Dennis Blease, Longcot churchwarden
Joanna Lambert, Compton churchwarden

01793 784338
01793 710241 (wef 4
01793 710801
01793 780708
07990 898175

A Time of Reflection and Remembrance Sunday 1st November St Andrew’s Church
Shrivenham Every year, on the Sunday nearest to All Souls, St Andrew’s hosts a
service of Remembrance for those we have loved and lost. This year will be no
different: in fact, it feels even more important to remember the many people who
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died during the pandemic, some known to us personally but all known to God. St
Andrew’s Church will be open between 2pm and 6pm for anyone who wishes to
come, be still and light a votive candle. There will then be a short service at 5pm
which will also include the opportunity to light a candle. Everyone is welcome but, to
ensure that we can seat everyone and maintain social distancing, please let the
Benefice Administrator know by 26th October if you wish to attend the service at
5pm.
First Sunday of Advent
A benefice service marking the start of Advent will be held in St Thomas, Watchfield
on Sunday 29 November at 5pm
Online services will continue to be streamed as follows:
Sundays
Tuesdays & Thursdays
3rd Sundays
1st Wednesday

11am
9am
5.30pm
2pm

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer
Holy Communion

Access to these services can be found by going onto Shrivenham & Ashbury Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/shrivenhamandashbury (you do not need to be a
Facebook member to go onto this page).
Ashbury Prayer cycle for November: 1st -The Malthouses, 8th Walnut Trees Hill, 15th
Wixes Piece, 22nd Ashbury Hill, & 29th Berrycroft
LONGCOT CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER – CHAPEL NEWS
Another month sees the doors of the Chapel remaining shut and with the current
increase in the spread of the virus there doesn’t seem to be much chance of any of
our normal activities re-starting any time soon. However, we continue to pray for
everyone in the village and for the pupils and staff at Longcot School trusting that
everyone will stay safe and well.
GARDENER STILL NEEDED – it would be great if there is someone in Longcot who
would be prepared to keep an eye on the chapel garden. If you can help please
contact Stella on 01793 782584 for more details.
Ambassadors Bible Church (at AEFC) While the current situation is so fluid please
look at our website www.ambiblechurch.co.uk
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Country Matters
I doubt we are alone in looking forward to the next episode of All Creatures Great and
Small showing on channel 5 on Tuesdays at 9pm. Apparently BBC 1 turned down this
remake of the 70’s and 80’s original because they feared it would not appeal to
younger viewers yet a near record 3.3 m watched the first episode. This portrayed the
young James Herriot being encouraged by his new mischievous boss Siegfried Farnon
to speed faster and faster down a steep hill in the vet’s Austin, tear dangerously
round a bend so that he could get up the hill on the other side! My first car was a bit
like that. It’s clean “comfort” entertainment loaded with nostalgia with some good
story lines though I am not quite sure how he manages to calve a cow stripped off
without getting his arm dirty! At present viewers are also treated to other veterinary
programmes showing as Our Yorkshire Farm with a plucky family with nine children
all mucking in from the age of two and The Yorkshire Vet which is pretty graphic, no
holds barred. The latter showed a successful calving by caesarean section with the
cow controlled standing in a cattle crush. My experiences of caesars as a former dairy
farmer did not always go so well. I remember a live calf but with the cow down
hygiene was compromised leading, eventually to infection by sepsis and the cow sent
off to the Old Berks Hunt.
Down on the farm there has been much progress in my lifetime. A scourge back in the
60’s was the abortive disease brucellosis and several dairymen and vets contacted
this feverish condition known as undulant fever in humans. Fortunately a widespread
vaccination state aided programme using S19 has defeated this. Likewise, the warble
fly has been eradicated. They laid eggs on the cattle’s legs which used to emerge in
the spring as great maggots along the backs of cattle to cause distress and damage to
hides. Stalking in Scotland I see wild deer still have this problem but I am told it is a
different fly. I remember seeing a virulent case of Johne’s disease as a student which
resulted in a severe debilitating diarrhoea. After fifty years being largely off the radar
farmers can now sign up to a national scheme to eradicate this scourge. The human
form is the unpleasant Crohn’s disease but I am not aware of a connection through
infection. Then there is Bovine TB. It is such a shame that this was virtually eradicated
after the war so that by the 60’s it was not a problem. I remember as a youth helping
to test cattle with horns without a cattle crush. Our cowman gripping all the young
cattle by the nose in the confines of a shedding box. Today it causes so much
devastation, repeated testing and disruption with over 30,000 cattle compulsorily
slaughtered each year. Surviving all this on an infected farm calls for stoicism,
forbearance and an understanding bank manager.These veterinary programmes set in
lovely Yorkshire countryside inform and entertain.
Richard Green
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Contacts
Ashbury Parish Council
Chairman Cliff Davies 01793 710712 chairman@ashbury.org.uk
Clerk to the council: Laura Evans email clerk@ashbury.org.uk
Defibrillator: On the wall by the School entrance
St Mary’s Ashbury Parochial Church Council
Associate vicar: Paul Richardson 01793 710241
Church warden: Maggie Simons 01793 710801
Secretary: Roger Simons 01793 710801 rogersimons1@outlook.com
Vicar (Shrivenham) Revd Norma Fergusson 01793 784338
rev.n.fergusson@btinternet.com (not Monday)
Ashbury Village Hall
Maggie Simons 0193 710801 maggiemsimons@outlook.com
Secretary Margaret Smith 01793 710800 mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings: Lin and Kevin Clarke 01793 710326
Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp CE(A) Primary School and little Berries Preschool
Headteacher Rachael Smith 01793 710259 www. http://www.ashburyprimary.org.uk
office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk
Ashbury Village Shop 01793 710068
G.P. Surgeries Shrivenham 01793 782207 Lambourn 01488 71715/72299
Post Office at the Rose & Crown Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.30am
Vale of the White Horse District Council 01235 422422
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
Recycling/Rubbish collection queries admin.vale@biffa.co.uk
Food waste is collected weekly, green/black bins alternate each week. Garden waste
brown bins fortnightly. Mondays except Bank holidays.
Your Local District Councillors are: Elaine Ware 01973 783026
elaine.ware@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and Simon Howell 01793 784491
simon.howell@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
County Councillor: Yvonne Constance: 01235 751475/07976934884
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk
M.P. for the Wantage constituency: David Johnston david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
0207 219 3000
Newsletter entries for December 2020. Submit your entries for December by 16th
November to: M. Turner Claremont, Ashbury SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 01793
710302 For more of “what’s on” and local information see the Ashbury Village Website
www.ashbury.org.uk and the community page on Facebook.
10

