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Thought for the month-October 

 

Each term, students in our schools look at a particular Christian value – and, over a 

period of three years, will consider 18 values, ranging from courage and creativity to 

perseverance and responsibility. It is always a joy to see the extent to which these 

values are already present in school and the task is therefore one of highlighting 

what is being done rather than teaching something new.  

This term’s value is peace: appreciating quietness and peaceful places; encouraging 

students to resolve disagreements peacefully and to develop the skills needed to 

become peacemakers when necessary; thinking about issues of peace and justice 

whether locally, nationally or internationally. And we don’t need to spend long 

reading the papers or watching the news to know how much we continue to need 

peacemakers and workers for justice.  

It can be hard to find peace and space when our lives are busy and stressful and yet it 

does make such a difference to our health and well-being. One of my tutors at 

College always advised us “to never neglect the quarter hours” and to make the most 

of any chance we had to pause, breathe and be at peace before hastening on to the 

next thing. And if you’re thinking “a whole 15 minutes – chance would be a fine 

thing!” I do recommend Jill Murphy’s wonderful book “Five minutes’ peace” which 

celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. I know it’s supposed to be a children’s book, 

but there is a lot to recognise in it.  

Jesus, of course, is the Prince of Peace and offers us the opportunity to live in peace 

with ourselves, one another and with God. He didn’t say it would be easy – but then, 

what (worth having) ever is?  

 

So this month’s prayer is for peace and comes from the Celtic tradition: 

 

Not an easy peace 

not an insignificant peace 

not a half-hearted peace 

but the peace of the Lord Christ 

be with us now. 

And let us share it with each other. 

 

Peace be with you! 

 

                                                     Norma  
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Shrivenham & Ashbury Benefice Services in October 

Sunday 2
nd

 October                                                          

7.45am Holy Communion (BCP) Shrivenham 

9.00am Matins Watchfield 

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  Fernham 

9.00am  Harvest Holy Communion (BCP) Compton 

10.15am Family Service with Baptism Shrivenham 

11.00am  Morning Worship Ashbury 

3.00pm Joint Service  Longcot Chapel 

6.30pm Compline and Benediction Shrivenham 

Sunday 9
th

 October                                                       

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Watchfield 

9.00am Morning Worship Fernham 

9.30am Holy Communion Longcot 

10.15am Parish Communion Shrivenham 

11.00am Holy Communion Ashbury 

Sunday 16
th

 October    

7.45am Holy Communion  Shrivenham 

9.00am Matins Watchfield 

9.00am Matins Compton 

9.00am Holy Communion  Fernham 

10.15am Parish Communion Choir Sunday Shrivenham  

11.00am  Family Service Ashbury  

6.00pm Evensong  Longcot 

Sunday 23
rd

 October          Bible Sunday 

9.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) Watchfield 

9.30am Holy Communion  Longcot 

10.15am Parish Communion Shrivenham 

11.00am  Holy Communion  Ashbury 

6.00pm Evening Prayer  Fernham 

Sunday 30
th

 October           

10.30am Benefice Communion  Longcot 

 

 

The Ashbury prayer cycle for October will be: 2
nd

 Pound Piece, 9
th

 Station Road,16
th

  

Malthouses, 23
rd

 Walnut Trees Hill, 30
th

 Wixes Piece. 
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See Ashbury also under Benefice News 

 

Ashbury Evangelical Free Church 

 

Sunday 2
nd

   10.15am Communion  

Wednesday 5
th

   2.15pm Tea and chat  

Sunday 9
th

     10.15am Communion  

Wednesday 19
th

  2.15pm Tea and chat  

Sunday  23
rd

    10.15am  Communion   

Sunday   30
th

    10,15am Communion  

 

Tea and Chat, all welcome, free. 

 
 

Ashbury News 

 
 

ART/CRAFT SESSIONS IN ASHBURY VILLAGE HALL 

 

To book on any of these sessions, or for further details, please contact Margaret 

Smith (710800) mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk.  Early booking is advisable as the 

workshops are popular and the number of attendees is limited. 

15 October 9.30-12.30 - Funky Tea-Pot! 

 

Funky Tea-Pot from Wantage will be bringing a range of items for us to paint.  These 

will then be taken away and fired and returned.  Items to choose from include: tea 

plate, dinner plate, mug, vases etc..  Items are individually priced ranging from £5-

£35.  Booking a place is essential, and then payment for items chosen to be made 

direct to Funky Tea-Pot on the day. 

 

19 November 9.30-12.30 - Card-Making 

Janette Cowie will be running this session and participants will be able to make 3 or 4 

special cards during the morning.  Cost £6. 

 

 

mailto:mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk
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10 December 9.30-12.30 - Christmas Flower Arranging 

By popular request Barbi Bunce will be returning to show us how to make very 

effective Christmas Flower arrangements - both fresh and dried.  Participants will go 

home with several arrangements.   Cost £25. 

 

13 December (Tuesday) 9.30-12.30 - Christmas Wreaths 

Another popular workshop returning by request.  We will be making fabulous 

wreaths with Marianne Astor.   Cost £25. 

 

21 January 9.30-12.30 - Clay Workshop 

This will be Ali's fifth visit to Ashbury!  Further details to follow. 

 

18 February 9.30-12.30 - Carving a Wooden Lovespoon 

Charles Ash will be leading this workshop.  More details to follow. 

 

11 March 9.30-12.30 - Creating a Willow Structure for the Garden 

Linda Rees is running this session. Everything will be provided to make a beautiful 

item for your garden.  Early booking is necessary as Linda has to order in the 

willow.  Cost £25. 

 

 

The Parish Council and residents say thanks to those generous people who have 

voluntarily strimmed and tidied the public spaces in the village over the past months. 

A special “thank you” is due to David Blake for his work on Miller’s Hill.  

 

Better Broadband News 

Ashbury homes and business are now able to access faster fibre broadband as a 

result of the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire partnership. On Friday 29 July the 

village became the first area of the district to benefit from the second phase of the 

roll-out, which is being co-funded by VWHDC and Oxfordshire Local Enterprise 

Partnership. 

County Councillor Nick Carter, said: “This important phase of delivery is extending 

fibre broadband coverage into the most rural parts of the county and we look 

forward to reaching over 95 per cent of households and businesses across 

Oxfordshire by the end of next year.” 
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The arrival of faster fibre broadband was welcomed by Neil Hislop, of the Rose and 

Crown. “…in particular, we think it’ll really benefit our business visitors who are 

working away from home.”  

Residents and businesses can follow the progress of the roll-out via the project 

website: www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk  

 

 

Longcot and Fernham News 

 

 

Fernham and Shellingford W.I.  

 

The next meeting is on Wednesday, October 19th in Fernham Church Hall at 

7.30pm. Our speaker will be Nick Shannon to talk on "The GP & The Great 

Detective". 

We will have our usual welcome glass of wine, sales table, raffle and light 

refreshments. Visitors are always welcome for a small fee. 

For information contact; Joan Turner - 01367 820607 or Elli Wickham - 01367 

820544 

 

 

Longcot Churches working together-Chapel News 

 

Sun 2nd 3pm - Revd Keith Osborn will be leading our Harvest Thanksgiving to which 

all are welcome. There will be no charge but if you'd like to make a donation the 

money will go one of the charities we have supported over the years at our monthly 

Coffee Mornings.  Do come and join us.  If transport would help please ring Stella 

on 01793 782584. 

 

HUGE THANKS - to all who came to enjoy a cream tea in the chapel in August.  Your 

generous donations enabled us to purchase the following 'virtual gifts' which you 

selected from the Practical Action catalogue - 

 

3 Chirpy Chicks 

3 Connected Clinics 

4 Happy Hands 

 

http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/
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St Mary’s Longcot  

Wessex Male Voice Choir to mark St Mary’s 800th Anniversary. 

 

This year is the 800th anniversary of this ancient Norman church, and 2016 will end 

with a spectacular Christmas Concert featuring the fifty members of the award-

winning Wessex Male Voice Choir on Friday 16th December.  

 

The concert was the brain-child of the late Dr John Forster who, despite being 

diagnosed with cancer, continued to throw himself in the village’s fund raising efforts 

to support our ‘Longcot 800’ campaign to raise enough funds to transform the 

church into a multi-purpose community facility so it will be able to host meetings, 

events and activities as well as regular services.  

 

Sadly, Dr John passed away in late August, but one of his last requests was that the 

church roof will be well and truly raised on 16th December. Always ready to crack a 

joke, he suggested that Adult tickets bought before 8:00 am on December 1st be 

sold for just £8.00, the numbers echoing the 800th anniversary.  After that, tickets will 

become a still-affordable £10.00. Junior tickets for under 18s will cost £5.00. 

 

As well as traditional seasonal music including a couple of carols, the concert will be 

filled with songs from musical theatre to present day pop, spirituals and folk as well 

as traditional favourites for male choir.  Their Chamber Choir will also be performing 

some wonderful classical pieces. 

 

When a choir wins as many awards as this one – and with Aled Jones as their patron - 

everyone can expect a thrilling evening that will not only welcome in Christmas, but 

act as a great reminder of the kindness and community support of Dr John Forster. 

 

Longcot’s Christmas Concert takes place on Friday 16th December 2016. Doors open 

at 6.30pm. The concert starts at 7.00pm prompt and ends at 8.30pm with a 20-

minute interval. There will be a licensed bar. 

 

More event information and tickets are available online at  
 
www.longcotocktaves.eventbrite.co.uk. 
 
 

http://www.longcotocktaves.eventbrite.co.uk/
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Benefice News 

 

Breakfast Groups  

 

Our breakfast groups continue as usual: 

 

“Men’s breakfast” in the village hall (first Saturday of the month): come and enjoy a 

full English breakfast and conversation with others. Everyone is welcome (Dads, do 

bring your sons); there is no charge, but we would appreciate a donation towards 

costs. Please call Norma or Richard on 710055 to let us know you are coming and/or 

if you have any special dietary requirements. 

 

Breakfast bible study: meets on the last Saturday of each month to look at the 

readings for the first Sunday of the following month and discuss them over a simple 

breakfast. This is open to men and women; please call Norma or Richard on 710055 

for more details or to confirm attendance. 

 

Bishop Stephen  

 

A reminder that a special Eucharist will be held at Dorchester Abbey on Sunday 9 

October at 3.30pm to allow us to meet and welcome Bishop Stephen. More details to 

follow.    

Bishop Stephen plans to visit the Deanery on 7 June 2017 and there will be an 

opportunity to meet him then. Again, details to follow.  

 

 Got questions?  

This Autumn we will be running an Alpha Course at 7pm on Monday evenings from 

3rd October in Shrivenham Methodist Church. There is no charge. If you are 

interested and would like to know more please contact Norma on 710055 or Richard 

Hancock on 

alpha@standrews-shrivenham.fsnet.co.uk.  

 

 

mailto:alpha@standrews-shrivenham.fsnet.co.uk
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Shared Lives 

 

 

From Sue Smith of the Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme 

 

Well we all do this, don’t we?  The answer is of course we do, by living in a family, 

being part of a community, helping and supporting others, just by living! For some 

this is a natural course of events, simply by being part of a family or community we 

are sharing our lives with each other in a structure of love, acceptance and tolerance 

which makes relationships. For others this is not the case, either because of family 

breakdown, loss of parents, home, a relationship, employment, independence, 

disability, addictions, sometimes a number of these combine to make life a series of 

losses to be lived out as best as possible. 

 

Back to Shared Lives.  It is not often possible to change the situations that people 

find themselves in but it can be possible to offer the person a supportive and 

nurturing experience.  Shared Lives is a county wide scheme run by Oxfordshire 

County Council who seek to find carers for vulnerable adults who live with physical 

disability, mental health issues or learning disability.  Long term and respite carers 

welcome ‘guests’ into their homes where they live as part of the family. 

 

We have been Shared Lives respite carers for 4 years and have six ‘guests’ who stay 

with us at different times of the year, sometimes two ‘guests’ may be with us at the 

same time, this gives  their long term carer an opportunity to have a break.  Respite 

care is a crucial part of caring not only for the ‘guest’ but also for the long term carer.  

The support respite care offers can be the difference between a long term placement 

being a success or breaking down.   

 

Visits to the cinema, ten pin bowling, pub grub or just chatting are some of the 

things we share together.   Sharing time with people whose lives are different has 

enriched my life and taught me that we are all unique and special in differently-abled 

ways.     

 

Do you have a spare room, could you share your life for a week/weekend?  To 

contact the Shared Lives Scheme for more information call 01865 897971 or see 

the website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives  

  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives
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Councils binning black and coloured sacks in recycling bins 

 

From November, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils 

will only empty green wheelie bins if the recycling in them is loose or in clear 

sacks. 

 

Despite a recent campaign to raise awareness of the issue, some people are still 

putting in things like food waste and dirty nappies, contaminating whole truckloads 

of recycling - when these things are put into recycling bins in black or coloured sacks 

they’re not spotted until it’s too late.  

 

If there’s a sack in a recycling bin and the waste crews can’t see what’s in it, they’ll 

have to assume it contains contamination and won’t empty it. 

 

Councillor Tony Harbour, cabinet member for waste at South Oxfordshire District 

Council, said: “Contaminated recycling has become a real issue that we have to 

tackle. Insisting on loose recycling or clear sacks is a simple change that will make a 

big difference – and most people won’t be affected.  

If you do want to use bin-bags in your green bin, you can use clear ones, which are 

available from most large supermarkets and hardware stores.  In most cases, clear 

sacks work out cheaper than black ones.” 

 

Councillor Charlotte Dickson, cabinet member for waste at Vale of White Horse 

District Council, said: “Throughout October we’ll leave a note on any bins with the 

wrong colour sack in it to explain the problem – we’ll empty the bin on that occasion, 

but from November we’ll then have to start leaving them unemptied to help us 

protect everybody else’s recycling from getting contaminated.” 

 

Please help spread the word– thank you! 

 

Take a look at our video that shows how bad the problem is when people use black 

or coloured sacks - https://youtu.be/ycwHKZ3-3vY 

 

Norma 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ycwHKZ3-3vY
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Country Matters 

 

Firstly I report on quite an easy harvest. Ours was finished in good weather on 

September 1st. It had rained hard on the previous Saturday of the Bank Holiday 

weekend which then spoilt the quality but most was good with very low drying costs 

this year. Rape was awful, malting barley average and wheat better than we hoped. 

Prices are helped by a weaker £ but are still not great because of good harvests 

elsewhere in the world. 

 

When I was a child I was taken to the model village at Bourton the Water. Only 

recently have I visited another model landscape known as the Pendon Museum at 

Long Wittenham, Oxfordshire. For those of you who have not visited this world 

famous display and feel part, and hold dear, the history and landscape of the Vale of 

the White Horse, I do commend a visit there.  The same afternoon I also visited some 

lovely old churches nearby and climbed up to the Wittenham Clump to get a 

splendid view right back to our downs and the Childrey mast. 

 

The museum was the brain child and life’s work of Roye England 1906-1987, an 

Australian who came over aged 19 to patent an automatic control applied to his 

hobby of model railways and he never went back. 

 

In his early life he spent time at Wanborough before later moving to Steventon. He 

was especially struck by what he felt was the despoilment of our countryside heritage 

in the name of progress. He bicycled everywhere with his camera recording all the 

quaint old cottages, thatched barns and farmsteads, many of which have now 

disappeared. 

 

In the 30’s he began the intricate work with great accuracy of modelling what he saw 

to record these scenes for posterity. He never owned a car and was said to have 

travelled 109,000 miles on his bike over 14 years and was familiar with every lane in 

the Vale; another passion was the railway. 

 

One of his first models was of the old Calley Arms and also the shop in Upper 

Wanborough. Others that caught my eye were of a farmhouse beside Bodyhorse 

Lane at Hinton, scenes in Bishopstone and Idstone often showing familiar scenes but 

with cottages that have disappeared. A granary now demolished is portrayed in front 

of Manor Farm, Ashbury.  At Shrivenham there is a model of the former butcher’s 
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shop, now a pharmacy, near the closed Lloyds bank and his successors are still 

adding to his vision with work nearly completed of Cowleaze Farm and barns close to 

the railway outside Shrivenham.  

He could not help but model the old signal box which I remember on the former 

level crossing between Longcot and Knighton. Then at Fernham the tiny Hurdleman’s 

cottage is featured adjacent to the present village hall. There is also a good replica of 

Marcella Seymour’s Britchcombe Farm under the lee of White Horse Hill. 

 

These scenes stretch right through to Culham in the east of the Vale showing 

bridges, streams and even colourful gardens. I think the museum is open most 

weekends and a visit is sure to bring memories of a time when the pace of life was 

slower without the curse of busy roads. 

 

 

Richard Green 

Benefice Clergy 

 

Vicar 

 

NSM 

Rev Richard Hancock 

 

Revd Norma Fergusson 

(Except Monday and Friday)  

01793 780183 

 

01793 710055 

 

 
Newsletter entries for November 2016 

Submit your entries for November by 19
th

 October to: M. Turner Claremont, Ashbury 

SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 01793 710302  

 

Website www.ashbury.org.uk  

 

mailto:marionlturner@me.com
http://www.ashbury.org.uk/

