Returning your completed questionnaire;
We will have a collection box at the Ashbury Market (20th Nov) & the School Christmas Fayre (1st Dec), but if you cannot get to either event we have three ‘drop-off' points;
In Idstone;
Fiona Jury

Featherbed Cottage, Idstone, SN6 8LL
In Ashbury;
Roger Baker
The Walnuts, Ashbury, SN6 8LN
In Kingstone Winslow;
Cliff Davies

Spring Cottage, Kingstone Winslow,  SN6 8NG
All completed questionnaires returned on/before 3rd December 2016 will automatically be entered into our raffle, and winners notified the next day.
The Parish of 
ASHBURY
 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
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YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
YOUR PLAN
What would you like the parish of Ashbury to look like five, fifteen, or even fifty years from now?   That is the question that all of us who enjoy the unique charms of Ashbury, Kingstone Winslow and Idstone today need to think about right now.  How these small, historic settlements will look to future generations will be our legacy.

Under the Localism Act 2011, central government devolved the power to influence and ultimately decide local planning policy to those very people who would be most affected by it: the residents of each neighbourhood.  Ashbury Parish Council has, on all our behalf, submitted an application to our planning authority, Vale of White Horse District Council, to designate an area anchored by our parish boundary as an identified ‘Neighbourhood Area’.  The application was successful and we received confirmation on 19th September 2016.

We now need to draft a Neighbourhood Plan that takes into consideration what all residents would like to see in our area.  Once a plan has been drawn up, it will be submitted to the district council to ensure that it is legally robust and conforms to local and national guidelines.  We will then have the opportunity to endorse (or reject) the plan by voting on it in a parish-wide referendum.  If a majority vote in favour, the plan will be adopted for a period of five years and during that time, all planning applications in the parish will need to be decided with reference, and weight given, to the policies set out in the plan.  It is therefore an extremely powerful tool, and one which we now need to craft with care and, just as importantly, your feedback.
What we need right now is your help to get started, so please complete the questionnaire that follows.
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

NAME










ADDRESS









TELEPHONE









email










Contact me about joining the Steering Group 
drafting the Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan:

Y / N
Now turn to back page to see how to return your questionnaire & enter our raffle.

1) BUILT HERITAGE AND CHARACTER

Ashbury and the adjacent spring-line settlements have a history of human habitation that goes back 5,000 years.  Small settlements were clustered around sources of natural water, and were separated by open land.  More recently a distinct architectural style - with sarsen & chalk stone walls as its most recognisable feature - has developed, giving the area a coherent look and ambiance.

1. Do you like the architectural style of the parish?
          Y / N
2. Do you want the style to be maintained and
 preserved for future generations?


          Y / N
3. Is it important to you that the rural nature of the
parish, with open views, fields and other green 
spaces between settlements is maintained?

          Y / N
4. Would you like to be more involved in the process by 

which planning permission is granted for new housing?     Y / N
2) PUBLIC REALM & INFRASTRUCTURE

The Parish has a number of amenities available to the public: the primary school & pre-school, shop, mill pond, playground, open space at Wixe’s Piece, and the Village Hall are all examples. 

1. Do you use any of these amenities?


          Y / N
2. What would make you use the amenities more?
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3. What other amenities would you like in the Parish?
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
4. What commonly available amenities would you NOT like to see?
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
5. Is the availability of public transport to and 
from the area sufficient?  



         Y / N
Other than in Ashbury, all of the roads in the parish lack pavements and there is no provision for cyclists.  With this in mind;
1. What would make our roads safer for pedestrians, cyclists, and other road users?
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
2. What other improvements could be introduced?
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3) RESIDENTIAL QUALITY & AMENITY

Council taxes go towards financing the provision of public services: refuse & recycling collection, planning control, highways maintenance, safety & security, etc
1. Do you think the services provided are adequate?
           Y / N
2. What else/more would you like to see provided?  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
3. Do you generally feel safe where you live?

           Y / N
4. Do you think the Police presence in our area is;

Too much? 
    Too little?

 About right?  
4)  DEVELOPMENT

The number of dwellings in the parish as a whole is approximately 250.  There is a national shortage of housing and every neighbourhood has to consider whether there is (a) a need for and (b) the potential, for further housing there.

1. Does anyone in your household have a need for housing?   Y / N

2. In general, would you like to see more houses being built
in the parish?





           Y / N
3. Would you like to see a better mix of housing for local 
people, including affordable provision?

           Y / N
5) ENVIRONMENT & OPEN SPACE

The parish of Ashbury lies partly within the North Wessex Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and both Ashbury & Idstone have Conservation Areas.  

1. Do you think that there is adequate protection
of historically/scientifically significant sites, listed 
buildings and landscape views?

    
           Y / N
2. Would you like to see more of the parish protected?
           Y / N

3. If so, where in particular?  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     
The Upper Mill pond is a wildlife sanctuary and the habitat for a number of protected species (eg: white clawed crayfish).  In recent years, the once clear waters have become polluted by algae growth caused by fertilizer runoff from the surrounding fields.

1. Would you like to see the mill pond maintained as a 
natural, wildlife habitat?



           Y / N
2. Would you like to see its condition improved?
           Y / N
6) COMMUNITY & REPRESENTATION

Democratic community representation (Ashbury Parish Council, Kingstone Winslow Residents’ Association) exist but at best enjoy limited support and engagement. 

1. Would you like to se these organisations play a greater 
role in influencing council procedures in policy 
development and enforcement?


           Y / N
2. Would you be interested in volunteering your time to 
help with these organisations?



           Y / N
7) BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT

We have a separate questionnaire for businesses & employers
 in the parish, if you wish to receive it, please tick here: 
RESIDENTS QUESTIONNAIRE

There are seven sections to the questionnaire that follows.  If you feel that there are other topics that merit their own section, please add them to the list below;
1. Built heritage and local character.

2. Public realm and infrastructure

3. Residential quality and amenity.

4. Development.

5. Environment.
6. Community and representation.
7. Business and employment

Please complete as many of the following questions as relate to you



























