Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2031 - Overview
On 14th December 2016, the Vale of White Horse District Local Plan - Part 1 - was formally adopted by the Council (VWHDC).  It now forms part of the Council’s statutory Development Plan which means that full weight can be given to it in determining planning applications across the District.  It replaces many of the policies from the old Local Plan which dates back to 2006. 
The adoption of the Plan also enables the Council to have much greater control over what developments are allowed to be built, and ensuring communities only see new developments that are consistent with the policies. More importantly, the Council’s five year land supply will be secure and major development should only happen in areas identified in the Local Plan.
A few key questions and answers:-
What is Part 1 of the Local Plan?  It sets out the overall development strategy for the District and where new housing and employment should be located from now until 2031.   The Council has to plan for 20,560 homes and 23,000 jobs, together with the infrastructure such as new schools and roads to support this amount of growth.
The Council’s development strategy is based on a settlement hierarchy which classifies four tiers of settlements in the Vale according to their role and function.  These include (in rank order):- Market Towns;   Local Service Centres; Larger Villages, and Smaller Villages.
What does this mean for Ashbury Parish? Ashbury falls within the ‘smaller village’ category because it has a low level of services and facilities.  Any future development should be modest and proportionate in scale and primarily to meet local needs.  
Both Idstone and Kingstone Winslow are excluded from the smaller village category. Instead they form part of the open countryside where policies of restraint towards inappropriate development will continue to apply, as before. 
How does this fit into Part 1? The Parish forms part of the Western Vale Sub-Area where development is focused at Faringdon with complementary growth in the Larger Villages, especially Shrivenham and Stanford-in-the-Vale. 

Part 1 of the Plan does not identify any new housing or employment growth in smaller villages such as Ashbury, rather it seeks to ensure that the countryside and villages maintain, conserve and enhance their distinctive character.  The Plan contains a number of policies which cover these objectives. 
What is Part 2 of the Local Plan? The Council are currently preparing Part 2 of the Local Plan 2031.  They will be carrying out a public consultation exercise in February 2017 on the ‘Preferred Options’.  
The draft plan will include policies and locations to accommodate new housing to meet the Vale’s proportion of Oxford’s unmet housing need that is unable to be met within the City boundaries. 
It will also contain policies for the part of Didcot Garden Town that lies within the Vale of White Horse District and detailed development management policies to complement the Local Plan 2031 - Part 1. It will eventually replace the remaining Saved Policies of the Local Plan 2011. 
Part 2 may also allocate additional development sites for housing and other uses.  These are called non-strategic sites.
How does this affect the emerging Ashbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan? The Ashbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan should support the strategic development needs set out in the Local Plan and plan positively to support local development.  Given Ashbury’s status as a ‘smaller village’ in the Local Plan -Part 1, it is expected that any future proposals for development in the Parish would be modest in size and scale. Proposals that do not reflect this are unlikely to be acceptable. 
Following the recent consultation exercise which was undertaken across the Parish with local residents, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group is currently in the process of evaluating the responses. This will enable the key issues to be identified, upon which more detailed policies for the Parish will be prepared. These will be subject to further consultation with local residents at a later date.
Once the Neighbourhood Plan is formally adopted, it will become part of the statutory development plan, and will be used alongside the Local Plan documents to determine the acceptability of future planning applications in the Parish.
A link to the neighbourhood plan will shortly be made available on the Ashbury website, so please watch this space!
Fiona Jury
December 2016
