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1   INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background  

The decision to proceed with a Plan was made by the Parish Council in 2016. A chief concern was 
to ensure that local planning policies were sufficiently robust & specific to protect the character of 
the parish, and especially the unique historic character of the settlements, at a time when the trend 
towards relaxation of planning restrictions was gathering pace.   For this reason, the 
Neighbourhood Plan is designed to complement and refine as appropriate the policies of the Vale 
of White Horse Local Plan 2031 Part 1[LPP1] adopted on 14th December 2016, and the emerging 
Local Plan 2031 Part 2 [LPP2]. 

A Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was formed by the Parish Council, comprising parish 
councilors and members of the local community and it was delegated authority to make day-to-day 
decisions on the Neighbourhood Plan.   However, as a qualifying body, the Parish Council itself 
approved the publication of the Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan of June 2018 and the 
Submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan was approved in September 2018. 

 

1.2  Vision & Objectives Consultation 

The Pre-submission Consultation to which this report relates was preceded by a consultation on 
the ANP Vision & Objectives, generated from the earlier consultations and surveys, to determine 
that these accurately corresponded to the community’s wishes.    

To expand on this, at each stage of the ANP process the steering group on behalf of the Parish 
Council, has sought to go beyond the minimum requirements for community consultation required 
by law.   This has included an initial ‘scoping’ survey followed by targeted surveys to better 
understand the feedback received, before using it in formulating the draft vision & objectives that 
were the stepping stone to the Plan policies.   Each survey was widely publicised by a combination 
of flyer drops, public notices, social media and public & one-to-one meetings to ensure that the 
feedback received was as representative of the wider community as possible. 

This Vision & Objectives Consultation followed the same process and was carried out over June, 
July 2017, with a targeted ‘follow-up’ survey of some respondents, again to better understand their 
initial feedback.   The final feedback was then used to firm-up the draft policies and these in turn 
were aired and endorsed at a well attended public meeting.   

The Vision & Objectives survey document together with an overview of the feedback may be found 
in appendix B1 & B2 below, while the full data with that from the key preceding surveys, may be 
found in Document 7 ‘Surveys’ of the ANP.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

2.   PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION  

 

2.1  Consultation Approach  

After much pre-publicity, including flyer drops, public notices & social media, the pre-submission 
consultation commenced at 09:00 on Friday, 25th May 2018, and closed at 5pm on Friday, 6th July 
2018, thereby giving Parish residents a little over 6 weeks in which to respond.   In the event, 
responses received up to a week after the closing date were accepted.  

The consultation comprised two key elements: 

• Consulting residents & businesses from within the Parish, and:  

• Consulting with the ‘statutory bodies’ referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (the Statutory Consultees), together 
with other bodies and social groups both within and beyond the Parish – Table 1 below, 
provides a full list of those consulted. 

In support of this the Steering Group: 

• Communicated electronically and by social media & public advertising about specific 
events, dates and deadlines;  

• Made electronic copies of the ANP and related documents available via the ANP dedicated 
section of the Ashbury website; 

• Distributed electronic copies of the key documents & feedback form to all those residents 
that had provided contact details beforehand; 

• Offered to provide either electronic or hard copies of all documents via a flyer drop to every 
household & business within the Parish; 

• Made hard copies available in the Village Shop, the Rose & Crown Inn, the Village Hall and 
via the Parish Council; 

• Hand delivered to each residential property and business premises within the Parish a 
poster providing details of the process with key dates, together with a feedback form and 
details of how to respond. 

• Organised drop-boxes for completed feedback forms at the Village Shop, Rose & Crown 
Inn and the Village Hall, as well as via steering group members;  

• Notified residents of the Parish of the Plan and the Village Hall event via emails including 
via posters with the details of the event and how to view the Plan documents; 

• Offered one-to-one discussions about any area of the Plan to those unable to attend the 
public events or had difficulty understanding/completing the feedback form; 

• Accepted informal feedback, whether verbal or written, provided the individual was known 
to reside/work within the Parish. 

This consultation report then endeavours to reflect this methodology as follows: 

a. Provides examples of the approach made to Parish residents and the statutory bodies – 
appendix C refers. 

b. Summarises in tabular form the feedback received from both the Parish Consultation and 
the Statutory Bodies - see table 2 below; 

c. Within this table sets out the remedial action taken where necessary; 

d. Presents each response from the statutory bodies only [see appendix C to this report], 
those from the Parish Consultation being withheld to protect the identity of the individuals 
that participated but are available in a redacted form on request. 



 

e. Sets out a proposed monitoring & review process intended to enable the Parish Council to 
‘flag’ any relevant planning matters to the Statutory Bodies, and bring forward policies as 
necessary to address points raised by the consultation – appendix A refers. 

 

2.2   Consultation Feedback  

Ashbury is a small, rural Parish comprising some 250 dwellings, and hence our expectation was 
that, despite considerable publicity both prior to and during the consultation period, the feedback 
would be quite modest in percentage terms and this proved to be the case being concentrated on a 
relatively few, more engaged residents.   No doubt for similar reasons, the feedback from the 
statutory bodies was also relatively modest. 

By extrapolating from the 2011 census results, it is estimated that in excess of 425 residents of 
voting age were directly canvassed as part of the consultation, including those of the business 
listed in Table 2 [notably the farms] where the premises comprised a residential element. 

The table below provides an overview of the responses received: 

• Residents:      21 
• Local businesses:        0 
• Landowners and/or their agents:     0 
• Local Organisations:        0 
• Statutory bodies/Interested Groups     9 

It will be seen from table 2 that for the most-part the feedback from the Parish Consultation was 
concentrated on minor textural errors in the Plan documents, and where necessary have all been 
corrected.   That from the Statutory Bodies, while generally restricted to generic observations, 
nevertheless resulted in a series of recommendation by the Steering Group, namely: 

 SB1, 2 & 3: When the Plan is adopted the Parish Council establish a system to 
automatically notify the Statutory Bodies of any documents and/or planning applications 
that could impact on the infrastructure of these bodies: 

 SB6  The Parish Council research the viability of a further layer of policies 
targeted at improving and/or protecting the biodiversity of the Parish as a whole, and: 

 SB7 & 8 The Parish Council formally designate what are currently unlisted heritage 
assets and bring forward a policy/policies aimed at fully protected same to the benefit of the 
community as a whole. 

As a starting point to fulfilling these recommendations the Steering Group propose that the 
monitoring & review process set out in appendix A be adopted. 

 

2.2   Statutory Bodies & Other Groups Consulted 

Table 1 below provides a list of the the Statutory Bodies asked to comment on the ANP comprising 
Local Government departments and infrastructure providers, together with other parties & groups 
that the ANP could impact upon such as local councilors, neighbouring parishes and 
representative groups.   Only eight of the 48-bodies consulted responded, and these are 
highlighted in the table that follows by using bold text. 

 



 

 

TABLE 1 : STATUTORY BODIES & OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES CONTACTED 

 

Planning & Related Interested Bodies 

Oxfordshire County Council     

West Berks County Council      

Wiltshire County Council    

Swindon Borough Council      

Oxfordshire Area Council - South & Vale 

Oxfordshire District Council - Vale of the White Horse    

Oxfordshire County Councilor - Shrivenham Division    

VWH District Councilor - Watchfield & Shrivenham 1 

VWH District Councilor - Watchfield & Shrivenham 2 

The Coal Authority  

Homes & Communities Agency  

Natural England    

Environment Agency    

Historic England    

Network Rail - Asset Protection   

Network Rail - Town Planning  

Highways England   

Marine Management Organisation  

BT 1 & BT 2 

EE Public Affairs 

Three 

EMF Enquiries – Vodaphone & O2   

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group  

NHS England    

National Grid  

National Grid Land Acquisitions   

Cadent , Plant Protection  

UK Power Networks  

Sewerage & Water Developer 

Savills [on behalf of Thames Water]  

 

Neighbouring Parishes     Interested Groups 

Bourton Parish Council      Disabled Rights UK 

Shrivenham Parish Council      Ethnic Groups – none found 

Compton Beauchamp Parish Council    Oxfordshire Anglicans 

Lambourn Parish Council      Catholic Groups – none found 

Baydon Parish Council      Methodist Group - Ashbury 

Bishopstone Parish Council       

     

 



 

 

TABLE 2 : BUSINESSES AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES CONTACTED 

 

Amenities & Tourism 

Ashbury Primary School     The Rose & Crown Inn 

Village Shop & Tea Room     National Trust, Ashdown * 

 
Farming ‘Industry’ 

Ashbury Farms      H G Ball 

Chapelwick Farm      Compton Beauchamp Estates 

Fern Farm       R W Green & Partners 

K Peploe & Son      F G Reade & Sons   

Ruffinswick Farm      Stainswick Farm 

West Mill Forestry 

 
 

 

Other Employers 

Ashbury Electricals      Roger Baker Architects 

Bunce [Ashbury] Ltd      D-lite Design     

Electrical Technolo-G Ltd     NMW Architects    

R & P Engineering 

 

 
Sole-Traders 

As all sole traders are ‘home based’ they were canvassed via the residential mail-drop and by 
Email where the address had been provided.  Similarly, where responses were received unless 
these were business specific [and none were], the response was treated as if from the resident. 

 

 



Pre-Submission Consultation

Fedback from

f'b
a
ck Document Document 

reference if 

applicable

f'back 

reference

Brief summary of comment or 

objection - for full commentary see 

feedback form.

Proposed remedial action

Mrs M Turner S&C Plan Para 7.16 LR1.01 Incorrectly identified as Methodist, is in 

fact former Baptist Chapel & burial 

ground

Amend/correct document

Plan Para 7.53 LR1.02 Suggests adding that 47-route three 

local authority areas [Swindo, West 

Berks & Oxon and both Swindon & 

Oxon have withdrawn funding

Edit comment and amend 

document

Plan Figs 7.12, 

7.13, 7.15 & 

7.16

LR1.03 incorrectly carry same text as Fig 7.11 Amend/correct document

Plan Para 7.59 LR1.04 Styles' should read 'stiles' Amend document

Mr J Sargeant C Plan Sect 7 LR2.01 Questions titling of Idstone images Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Plan Figs 7.12, 

7.13, 7.15 & 

7.16

LR2.02 As LR1.03 above Amend/correct document

Mr P Threadgold S Plan LR3.01 Good work.   Our thanks to all that 

have contributed

None required

Ms E Derrington S Plan LR4.01 The Plan seems both comprehensive 

& focussed.    I support it .   Offers 

thanks to those concerned.

None required

Mr M & Mrs A Linley S Plan LR5.01 Plan fully portrays the rural heritage of 

the Parish and its environmental 

sensitivity.

None required

Plan Figs 7.12, 

7.13, 7.15 & 

7.16

LR5.02 As LR1.03 above Amend/correct document

Mr O & Mrs E Cowx S&C Plan LR6.01 Plan encompasses all aspects of 

concern for the future planning of the 

Parish

None required

Plan Figs 7.12, 

7.13, 7.15 & 

7.16

LR6.02 As LR1.03 above Amend/correct document

Mr A Cornick S Plan LR7.01 The 9-objectives outlined are all things 

I feel strongly about, therefore I fully 

support them and the subsequent 

policies

None required

Mr C Millard S Plan LR8.01 Fully support the protection of heritage 

assets, open gaps between 

settlements and the views & vistas into 

and out of the village.   Exceelent 

work.

None required

Mr G Foster S Policy CA1 LR9.01 I particularly support the retention of 

the existing views in and out of 

Ashbury, which could easily be 

overlooked in the planning process

None required
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Pre-Submission Consultation

Mr R Baker C Plan Fig 7.24 LR10.01 View C shown on wrong side of road Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Plan Fig 7.27 LR10.02 Photo's 2 & 8 arrows incorrect? Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Plan Fig 7.31 LR10.03 As LR1.04 above Amend document

Plan Fig 7.4 LR10.04 Not mill-pond, but watercress beds Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Plan P.56 para 

8.4

LR10.05 Clause in parenthisi doesn't make 

sense

Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Mrs J Baker C Character 

Appraisal 

[CA]

CA.1, P.21 LR11.01 B4501 should read B4507 Amend document

CA CA.2, P.28 LR11.02 Factory buildings used by 2-firms, not 

one

Verify & amend document 

as necessary

CA CA.6, P40 LR11.03 B4501 should read B4507 Amend document

CA CA.10, P.56 LR11.04 AONB' repeated Verify & amend document 

as necessary

CA CA.10, P.57 LR11.05 Word 'ditch contains a typo Verify & amend document 

as necessary

CA CA.10, P.59 LR11.06 There are . . . escarpment.' paragraph 

repeated

Verify & amend document 

as necessary

CA App A, P.70 LR11.07 Queries why Lertwell Cottage is not 

listed

Verify & amend document 

as necessary

CA App B, P.74 LR11.08 Should read FP/8 & FP/9 Amend document

Paul Stannard C Policies LR12.01 Support designation of a green-space 

to protect chalk streams subject to the 

extent being restricted to a maximum 

of 5m to either side.

Review wording of 

'designation' and amend 

to extent considered 

necessary.

Michael Stannard C Policies LR13.01 Argues designation of green-space 

relating to chalk-streams is 

inconsistent and should not apply to 

private households.

Review wording of 

'designation' and amend 

to extent considered 

necessary.

Rev'd N Fergusson S Plan LR14.01 An excellent, well balanced 

assessment of the needs of the village

None required

Mrs F Stretch S Plan LR15.01 Expresses importance of the 

community having a degree of control 

over future development to protect 

character of parish.

None required

Mrs A Alvarez Nishio S Plan LR16.01 Fully endorses Plan and stresses need 

to maintain separation of settlements

None required

Dr J Jilbert S Plan LR17.01 Suggests thatGrade II 'listing' of 

Billy's/Billies Cottage is not applied 

consistantly throughout the documents

Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Mr R Meek S&C Plan LR18.01 Suggests document should start with 

an executive summary to improve 

accessibility

Determine whether such a 

summary would be 

compliant, and decide if 

Plan LR18.02 Considers that greater weight should 

be given to risk of large scale 

development.

Determine  whether this 

would run counter to the 

ethos of neighbourhood 

planing and decide if 

Mr A Bunce S&C Plan Figs 7.24 & 

7.27

LR19.01 Suggests views C & 4 have been 

reversed

Verify & amend document 

as necessary

Plan View 4 LR19.02 Suggests adjacent field be designating 

'green space to protect view and 

separation of settlements 

Field is currently 'green 

field site' so need to verify 

if such designation would 

enhance protection and 

Wood, pp National Grid C Plan SB1.01 Asks to be consulted on any N.P. 

documents, or site specific proposals 

that could affect their infrastructure

Take note and create 

recording system for 

ongoing use.

PSC f'back summary2 (002) Feedback Summary CD-24/09/2018
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Pre-Submission Consultation

Localities Co-

ordinator, OCCG

C Plan plus 

appendix 

3

SB2.01 Looks to local planning authority to support 

local GP practice with CIL or S106 funding.

Take note and create recording 

system for ongoing use.

Town Planner 

[Western & Wales], 

Property Network Rail

C Plan SB3.01 Asks to be consulted on any future planning 

documents.

Take note and create recording 

system for ongoing use.

Lambourn Parish 

Council

S Plan SB4.01 At a full meeting the council agreed the Plan 

had no adverse impact on the parish of 

Lambourn

None required

Aldbourne Parish 

Council

C Plan SB5.01 Considered the Plan very comprehensive and 

had no comments to make.

None required

Natural England C Policies SB6.01 Provide a number of policy objectives aimed 

at enhancing biodiversity with supplementary 

policy ideas that are worthy of consideration. 

While some of the proposals would 

be more relevant if we had nominated 

sites, they could provide the basis for 

a range of environmental policies to 

be brought forward at review.

Oxford County 

Council

C Policies SB7.01 Suggests introducing a policy to better 

protect what are currently non-designated 

heritage assets.

The designation of such assets was 

proposed during the Plan process, 

but we were advised against - review 

decision making.

VWHDC C Plan SB8.01 Comments on all key areas of the Plan and 

proposes a series of checks & balances 

aimed at ensure that the Plan is fully 

compliant

Need to take full account of the 

observations and discuss any 

changes thought necessary with our 

consultants BSP

PSC f'back summary2 (004) Feedback Summary CD-20/11/2018



 

APPENDIX A 

MONITORING AND REVIEW PROCESS AND ACTIONS FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 
To ensure the Neighbourhood Plan continues as a live and workable document, alert to all 
emerging policy and issues at all levels, a monitoring and review process will come into force via 
the Parish Council once the plan has been formally adopted. The principles of this process are 
outlined below   

We will be required to resubmit the plan every 5 years until 2031. During the first 5 year period 
from 2018 - 2023 The Parish Council will: 

 

1. Convene a monitoring and review group for the Neighbourhood Plan. This may have the 

same or different members from that of the current Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. A 

budget may be allocated to the group to facilitate the range of required purposeful functions    

a. A revised set of terms of reference aligned to a monitoring and review function will 

be agreed. The group will be expected to:  

i. horizon scan at local, district, and national levels for emerging housing and 

development concerns, issues, new policies, changes to any current 

policies,  

ii. take account of and analyse these and then alert the Parish Council to the 

significance of or impact of any of these to the current plan   

iii.  Create, collect, complete, revise and analyse data sets for monitoring and 

review purposes  

iv. Use a range of methods to keep the Parish members informed or engaged 

in required activities for the delivery or resubmission of the plan    

v. Set the time plan and actions for the resubmission of the plan, including 

accessing appropriate funding    

2. Submit to the group: 

a. all planning applications to this group requesting advice for testing the application 

against the current plan and for the group to assess and report on emerging trends 

b. any housing and development information or requests for a response or advice  

received from the Vale of the White Horse, County Council or other body    

3. The Group will take a lead role in directing or steering a number of issues raised during the 

development of the first Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan  requiring the attention of the parish 

community   

4. The group will submit 6 monthly monitoring and review reports to the Parish Council against 

a set of agreed criteria and submit more frequently should emerging circumstances or 

consequences for the Parish be identified by the group   

    

 



 

APPENDIX B 

VISION AND OBJECTIVES SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY 

 

OUR VISION: 

To maintain the rural character and landscape of the Parish, while supporting sustainable 
development that is of an appropriate scale and design to benefit the local community. 

98% 

 

PROTECTING THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT: 

Design and Heritage 

Objective 1: To ensure that new development respects the form and function of the settlements 
in the Parish, and is designed to a high quality which is compatible with the local character.    

99% 

Objective 2:  To identify, protect and enhance the Parish’s heritage assets.  99% 

HOUSING [SPATIAL PLAN]: 

Objective 3:  To maintain the Parish’s rural setting, while retaining the openness between the 
settlements to protect their individual identity.         100% 

Objective 4:  To limit new housing development to small “infill*” schemes only, so as not to harm 
the rural character of the Parish.        96% 

TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY: 

Objective 5:  To improve accessibility by non-vehicular modes of transport by promoting 
improvements to footpath linkages to all of the settlements i.e. connect the outlying hamlets into 
the main village          89% 

Objective 6:  To protect and improve public transport services.    95% 

Objective 7:  To ensure adequate levels of off-road parking provision.   98%  

As a separate ‘non-policy’ objective, the ANP will actively promote the improvement of 
public transport to/from Shrivenham thereby providing access to a doctors surgery and a 
regular bus service to Faringdon, Oxford and Swindon giving access to a full range of retail 
services to those living in the Parish, while affording better access for those from outside 
that work in the Parish. 

OPEN SPACE: 

Objective 8:  To maintain, enhance and improve access to public open spaces and protect them 
from development.          94% 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES: 

Objective 9:  To seek opportunities wherever possible to maintain and enhance the social and 
economic vitality of the Parish by supporting and expanding the range of services and facilities 
available locally to residents and visitors.       93% 

 

PERCENTAGE FIGURES ARE FOR AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSES ONLY  
 



 

 

 

Appendix B.2 V&O Questionnaire 
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Ashbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan, 
including Idstone & Kingstone Winslow 

Vision, Objectives & Policy Options Consultation Questionnaire 

Your chance to have your say in the future development of the Parish 

Why this consultation?  
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (the Group) has drafted a vision statement and more detailed objectives for the plan, based upon information 
from previous consultations. There is more than one way of achieving these objectives. The Group is now asking which options are supported so that the 
Neighbourhood Plan will reflect the Parish’s ‘preferred options’, provided these are consistent with national and local planning policies. 

How to complete the form 
Please just put a circle around yes or no to each question. If you wish to tell us anything else, please just add a note in the margin. The Group is seeking 
one response per household. If there is more than one household living at the address, please download or request an additional form at ashbury.org.uk.  
The form is also available on surveymonkey to complete via a link on ashbury.org.uk under Neighbourhood Plan Hot Topics. 

Need more information? This questionnaire summarises our ’vision, objectives and options’ paper.  If you don’t have access to the internet, contact Cliff 
Davies (Steering Group Chair) on 710712 or by email: n.plan@ashbury.org.uk  and he will send you the information on paper. Further paper copies are 
available at Ashbury Village Shop and the Rose & Crown.  

Need help with completing the form? Please contact the Chair and he will arrange for someone to help you complete the form,  but they will not advise 
you on what to answer.  

How and when to return the form  
Please return your completed questionnaire in one of the ballot boxes placed in village shop and pub, or local drop off points in Idstone (Featherbed 
Cottage) or Kingstone Winslow (Spring Cottage) by 11th June 2017. Alternatively, you can return it by email to: n.plan@ashbury.org.uk  

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group thank you for taking the time to complete this important questionnaire 
All completed questionnaires  will be entered into a cash prize raffle draw to win £100*  to be held on 12th June 2017. 

* Only open to residents of the Parish, aged 18 years or over completing the V&O questionnaire. 

Name………………………………………………………. Address……………………………………………………………………. Email………………………Tel:……………………………………. 
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About the Neighbourhood Plan 
Our aim is to make the Parish of Ashbury an even better place to live now, and for future generations.  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan will cover a 15 year time period with a review every 5 years. Under the auspices of the 2011 Localism Act, a Neighbourhood Plan allows com-
munities to exert more control over where development takes place, to influence the type and quality of that development including design standards, and to ensure 
that the change it brings meets local objectives.  
 
What is the alternative to a Neighbourhood Plan? 
The alternative to adopting our own Neighbourhood Plan is to live with continued inappropriate development pressure: to be forced into a reactive approach each time 
a planning application is made.  This is your chance to have your say, otherwise, if you do nothing, then you could get anything.  

 

 

What Ashbury Parish will be like in the next 15 years:- 
• A sustainable, thriving and prosperous community that supports a high quality of life for all its residents. 
• An area with a high quality built and natural environment and protected green spaces. 
• Change should be for the long term benefit of the whole community. 

 
 Working with the support of our local authority - Vale of White Horse - our Neighbourhood Plan will be in line with national planning policy. 
 Local people will - through a local referendum - be able to vote on the Plan and, if approved by a majority, it will be brought into force by the local authority. 
 To further strengthen our role, developers will have to respond to the Neighbourhood Plan and consult the local community. This consultation gives all resi-

dents of Ashbury Parish a chance to comment when there is still genuine scope to make changes to proposals. 
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A Vision for Ashbury Parish 

The Group believes that the following statement sums up the ‘vision’ of the neighbourhood plan. Do you support this statement? 

To maintain the rural character and landscape of the Parish, while supporting sustainable 
development that is of an appropriate  scale and design to benefit the local community. 

  

                             Yes / No 

Topic 1: Protecting the Built Environment Objectives  & Options 

The Group believes that the following objectives numbered 1 - 3 sum up the main built environment aims of the neighbourhood plan.  Do you support them? 

Objective 1: To ensure that new development respects the form and function of the settlements in 
the Parish, and is designed to a high quality which is compatible with the local character. 

  

                             Yes / No 

Objective 2: To identify, protect and enhance the Parish’s heritage assets.   

                             Yes / No 

Objective 3: To maintain the Parish’s rural setting, while retaining the openness between the settle-
ments to protect their individual identity. 

  

                             Yes / No 
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There are options for achieving these built environment objectives.  Which options do you support?  Please circle yes or no against each statement.  

New development should not be prominent in scale, visually dominant or sig-
nificantly change the character of the village or outlying hamlets.  

Yes / No 

New development should reflect the character of each settlement*. Yes / No 

To identify green gaps within the Parish to maintain the openness, and to pre-
vent settlements from merging with one another. 

Yes/No 

New development should be incremental to allow for the gradual expansion 
of Ashbury, including community facilities and services.  

Yes / No 

Do nothing.  Let planning applications for development be dealt with solely by 
existing national planning policy and the Vale of the White Horse Local Plan.  

Yes / No 

*Character Appraisals are being prepared to help residents and the council to understand the history of an area and why it is special. They help shape future developments and planning policies, as well as giving resi-
dents an idea of what enhancements could be made. 
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Topic 2: Housing Objective  & Options 

The Group believes that the following statement sums up the housing objective of the neighbourhood plan. Do you support this statement? 

Objective 4: To limit new housing development to small “infill*” schemes only, so as not to harm 
the rural character of the Parish. 

  

                             Yes / No 

There are options for achieving this objective.  Which options do you support?  Please circle yes or no against each statement.  

Restrict new housing to brownfield sites or infill  schemes only. Yes / No 

Restrict housing in residential gardens in the Plan area. Yes / No 

Create criteria-based Neighbourhood Plan policies that reflect local objectives 
for the type, location and design of housing  

Yes / No 

Ensure sufficient housing is available to meet the needs of the ageing popula-
tion and locally identified need*. 

Yes / No 

Do not include housing policies within the Neighbourhood Plan.  Leave plan-
ning applications from house-builders, housing associations and individuals to 
be assessed solely in accordance with existing national planning policy and the 
Vale of White Horse Local Plan. 

Yes / No 

Infill: underused or vacant sites within the built up area of a settlement. 
Locally identified need: a household living in housing that is not suitable for its requirements and who cannot afford to resolve this unsuitability within the private sector housing, as registered 
with the local authority. 
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Topic 3: Transport & Accessibility Objectives  & Options 

The Group believes that the following statements  sum up the transport objectives of the neighbourhood plan. Do you support them? 

Objective 5:  To improve accessibility by non-vehicular  modes of transport by promoting improvements to footpath 
linkages to all of the settlements  i.e. connect the outlying hamlets into the main village 

                              Yes / No 

Require all planning applications for development in Ashbury or in the outlying settlements 
to demonstrate how they will improve safe and enjoyable movement by pedestrians and 
cyclists to the services and community facilities within Ashbury village. 

Yes / No 

Require all planning applications to explore how they might enhance and/or provide new 
footpaths and bridleways to connect the outlying hamlets to Ashbury. 

Yes / No 

Do not include specific policies on walking or cycling in the Neighbourhood Plan. Yes / No 

Investigate ways to improve public transport accessibility as a Neighbourhood Plan policy, 
and seek funding for improvements from CIL* or targeted grants. 

Yes / No 

Do not incorporate policies on public transport in the Neighbourhood Plan, instead rely on 
national and local planning policies and let market forces provide services for which de-
mand exists. 

Yes / No 

Require new development to provide an adequate amount of private and public, off road 
parking spaces to prevent increased street congestion. 

Yes / No 

Do not include any policies in the Neighbourhood Plan to seek improvements in off-road 
parking capacity in the Parish. 

Yes / No 

There are options for achieving these objectives.  Which options do you support?  Please circle yes or no against each statement.  

Objective 6:  To protect and improve public transport services.                               Yes / No 

Objective 7:  To ensure adequate levels of off-road parking provision                                Yes / No 

*Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) , operated by VWHDC and helps to pay for infrastructure to support new development, but not to remedy existing deficiencies unless the new scheme makes it worse. Developers pay a levy at a 
fixed rate set by the by local authority.  
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Topic 4: Open Space Objective  & Options 

The Group believes that the following statement sums up the open space objective of the neighbourhood plan. Do you support this statement? 

Objective 8:  To maintain, enhance and improve access to public open spaces and protect them from 
development.  

                              Yes / No 

There are options for achieving this objective.  Which options do you support?  Please circle yes or no against each statement.  

Identify areas of recreational value to protect as local green spaces which are of impor-
tance to the local community 

Yes / No 

Create a planning policy for the proposed type of recreational use for the public open 
space at Wixes Piece 

Yes / No 

Ensure that any new development that involves the loss of a recreational facility pro-
vides for its equivalent re-provision elsewhere in the Parish. 

Yes / No 

Do nothing. Leave any future planning applications for public open space to be as-
sessed solely by existing national planning policy and the Vale of the White Horse Local 
Plan. 

Yes/No 



To find out more about the Neighbourhood Plan, visit ashbury.org.uk                                                                                                                                                                                      

Page 8  

Topic 5: Better Facilities for Local People Objective  & Options 

The Group believes that the following statement sums up the better facilities objective of the neighbourhood plan. Do you support this statement? 

Objective 9:  To seek opportunities wherever possible to maintain and enhance the social and economic 
vitality of the Parish by supporting and expanding the range of services and facilities available locally to 
residents and visitors  

                              Yes / No 

There are options for achieving this objective.  Which options do you support?  Please circle yes or no against each statement.  

Include policies in the Neighbourhood Plan that support planning applications for com-
munity facilities and health service provision. 

Yes / No 

Where appropriate, developers of sites should demonstrate that there is safe and easy 
access for residents to local facilities and services. 

Yes / No 

Understand the needs of the younger and ageing population in the Parish, and where 
possible engage with the voluntary and community sector to improve access to ser-
vices and facilities for the community. 

Yes / No 

Do not incorporate any policies in the Neighbourhood Plan; planning applications for 
additional community facilities and health service providers should be considered only 
by national planning policy and the Vale of the White Horse District Local Plan.  

Yes / No 



 

 

 

Appendix C Copies of consultation publicity approach letters/Emails 

        Copies of responses from statutory bodies etc 
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