White Horse Hill
Andy Foley, Area Ranger for White Horse Hill and Ashdown
It has been a season of change at White Horse Hill particularly so with the sad passing
of Mrs Marsella Seymour of Britchcombe Farm who had been the tenant grazier on the Hill for 40 years.
Indeed, we believe she was grazing the Hill before the National Trust took ownership in 1979. Mrs Seymour was
highly regarded and respected locally, reflected by the 300 plus people that came to her funeral. With this
came the notification that Britchcombe Farm will no longer be grazing the Hill and so it seems rather odd at
the moment to be without any sheep. However, this change will allow us to implement a change in grazing
from sheep all year round to alternating between cattle and sheep at different times of the year. This, we hope,
will return the Hill to a better conservational status. There are just a few more T’s to cross and I’s to dot
regarding the water supply we are implementing but we hope to be off and running before the end of the year
so watch this space.
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Our annual and biggest event saw the scouring and chalking of the Horse take place in stages over June, July
and August. Over 15 tonnes of chalk were used with an estimated volunteer effort of more than 1000 hours
given, phew! One of the day groups who came were the Long Now Organisation from London. They are a think
tank group and the findings of their day with us can be found here https://medium.com/the-long-nowfoundation/what-a-prehistoric-monument-reveals-about-the-value-of-maintenance-4d1b89343984 . We
certainly enjoyed their company and look forward to hosting them again next year.
Our history and nature themed guided walks were well attended, and both Alex and I were pleased to share our
knowledge of the hill through these events. Our star gazing tours, led by our excellent guide Adrian West,
commenced in September and provide a different perspective of the Hill. Whilst the landscape surrounding
White Horse Hill has changed over the millennia, the heavens have hardly altered at all and so this tour really
allows visitors to learn of the cosmos whilst feeling transported back in time. It’s very popular and fully booked
for this year, extra dates for next year will be open for booking before Christmas.
Planned works for the rest of the year will see us tackling erosion around the site and in particular Dragon Hill.
A recent trip to Dorset to visit the Ranger team there was most beneficial in terms of sharing ideas and
techniques. Expect to see Hawthorn plantings appearing as these are good at preventing landslip whilst sitting
in their natural habitat and providing a food source for farmland birds.
Finally, below is a recent aerial image taken of the Hill from afar which shows it in its entirety and the
wonderous geological formations on which it is based. Everyone I have shown the image to has said wow. I’m
sure you will too.
2019 at White Horse Hill
Right: The Manger, bottom left: an
aerial view taken this year of White
Horse Hill , bottom right: Dragon Hill
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General Manager Update
Christian Walker, General Manager, West Oxfordshire
Welcome to our 3rd edition of our little newsletter to update you on the National Trust’s work on the
Ashdown Estate including White Horse Hill. You will see although small, there is lots going happening on this
beautifully formed estate. One of the priorities at the moment is completing the long awaiting repairs to the
Estate Wall that adjoins our Estate Yard at Ashdown. The wall started to collapse a number of years ago and
for the last four has been held up with scaffolding. We secured internal funding and work started in August
and will be completed by November – it will be great to tick this one of the to do list.
We continue to look at the future of the Ashdown Stables at Ashdown to ensure we safeguard them for the
future – they are certainly a priority for me. The stables are not straightforward not least in funding the
repairs and any change of use but also determining what the long term use for them should be – so watch this
space! We are just confirming next year’s projects including determining how we continue to improve the
land owned by the National Trust to ensure it works better for nature. This is the case in securing a water
supply for White Horse Hill that would allow a diversity in grazing therefore support wider ecology to develop
- see Andy’s update.
Remember the woods at Ashdown are open all year so do continue to enjoy them as our seasons change.
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Seasonal Update from the
Ashdown Ranger Team

Ashdown House team update

Yvonne

Yvonne Aubrey, Membership & Visitor Welcome Manager Ashdown
Ashdown House has had a very good year with just under 3500 visitors in our house open season. With the
unpredictable weather we never know how many will be waiting at the gate when I go down to open but
there is always someone waiting to be let in. The wet weather and the high winds on one day meant the
health and safety warning had to include hold on to your hats when on the roof, I should have added: hold on
to your glasses as someone’s did fly off to land on the roof below and they’re still there. The most exciting
find of the year was two musket balls found after some digging by a rabbit just by the house hedge. They have
been very useful when talking to children about the civil war and on display now in our visitor welcome room

Andy Foley, Area Ranger for White Horse Hill and Ashdown
The Ranger team at Ashdown has enjoyed a busy summer that thankfully wasn’t as
hot as last year. Our normal seasonal activities have seen a lot of mowing and cutting
back to keep the rides open throughout the woods as well as becoming cow or sheep boys for a day to help our
tenant grazier round up his herd for shearing! The woodland workshop run by Ray Smith has continued to
attract visitors who have completed a tour of the House and we thank Ray for his commitment in providing an
added extra to their experience of Ashdown.
The warmer climate also allowed for a profusion of woodland flowers this year including a reappearance of
Agrimony or ‘ Wizards Wand ‘ that I hadn’t seen for a while. Alongside the usual candidates of Bluebells, Yellow
Archangel, Wood Anemone and Stitch Worts it all made for quite a spectacle.
We have also been busy with surveying this summer and taking stock of what we have in accordance with the
National Trust’s strategy of Land, Outdoors and Nature. Knowing what we have allows us to plan and prepare
the best conditions for our increasingly fragile wildlife and we are very pleased with the results. Surveying has
confirmed the presence of Herb Paris in the woods, a secretive and unusual flower together with encouraging
results for farmland bird populations such as Marsh Tit, Corn Buntings and more. Further surveying has
confirmed the presence of Daubenton bats in our outbuildings together with Lesser Horsehoes in the
surrounding woods.
We are also pleased to finally see the repairs to the estate yard wall continuing at pace which have been
delayed for a good few years.
The leaves on the trees are already falling and changing colour as we enter Autumn and it is these sights we will
be taking in amongst others as we complete our annual round robin trip from White Horse Hill to Ashdown and
back in October. Upcoming jobs will include spreading wood chip to make paths manageable for visitors as
well as planting new trees to replace fallen veterans.

Events coming up Autumn 2019
Sunday 27 October 9.30am to 3pm White Horse Hill to Ashdown guided circular walk. Booking required,
please phone 0344 249 1895 £5 per adult, £2.50 per child

We’ve had a few changes at Ashdown House with lovely new signage which doesn’t blow over at the slightest
wind and has helped smarten up the site and given our visitors a more pleasing welcome. We recruited three
new tour guides and visitor welcome volunteers to the team too.
The raffle tickets have all sold out, raising £600 and as it is only September we are very pleased that this will
have raised a good contribution towards restoring the portrait frames. Our second hand bookcase has also
been doing well in the house too,
Another successful season with a big thank you to dedicated volunteers team we have at Ashdown House.

Oxford Centre of the National Trust
Did you know that the Oxford Centre of the National Trust exists within your region as a local
National Trust support group, allowing members to help promote and fundraise local properties
whilst enjoying a full programme of lectures (October – March), organised visits throughout the year,
and an annual holiday in the company of like-minded people?
We are rightly proud of the fact that 2019 is our 50th Anniversary Year and are celebrating in various
ways designed to increase our membership and secure practical help for our committee in the work
that we do, whilst planning ahead. Beyond that, and starting with the beautiful Coleshill and Buscot
estates, we are actively strengthening our links with local properties, to mutual benefit — a genuine
journey of discovery for us all, uncovering opportunities, hidden gems and various collaborative
advantages. And as a final celebration of all of that, we plan a special, symposium style, networking
event for members in October 2020 – venue and date tbc.
We’d be delighted to hear from you if you would like to know more. Our monthly lectures are open
to all (£5 to members, £6 to non-members), and held on Tuesday mornings in the beautiful Magdalen
College Auditorium on Longwall Street. Our members-only visits are published in quarterly
newsletters circulated by email or post if requested. Further details at www.oxfordcnt.co.uk

