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Covid – The infection rates remain high in both the Vale and Swindon. The highest rates are with younger people, pregnant women and those in their early 40’s. We must continue to take care and follow any guidance. We encourage you to keep a watching brief on the Vale’s website for any new information. www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
Garden Waste Service – Following the Extraordinary Vale Council Meeting called by the Opposition party and held on 21 September the suspension of the garden waste service was lifted from 27 September. However, that didn’t help our Ward villages that had to wait until 11 October. The service will now be 4-weekly and a further review is due in December. There are still staffing difficulties at Biffa but the Vale are in discussions on a regular basis to ensure that all waste collections meet the standard required. Residents are advised to contact Biffa if there are any missed collections. 03000 610610 or online www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/missedbin 
Afghan Refugees – The Vale continue to work closely with the County Council and other Oxfordshire partners to assist with finding suitable accommodation, health, education and other services. The Vale are committed to accommodate three families. The County Council is the lead organisation and they have launched an Amazon wishlist for specific items. The list is hosted by the Asylum Welcome charity and details may be found on the County Councils website.
Planning – The latest planning applications for all villages in our Ward may be found on the Vale website. The latest controversial application in Shrivenham has been registered. It is an Outline application for up to 100 dwellings on land off Townsend Road. Currently agricultural land that is located between the A420 and the Bovis Development of Townsend Place. This is a speculative application by the same developer who won the appeal to build the Townsend Place development. That appeal was won when the Vale did not have an adopted Local Plan or a five year land supply. They now have both together with the Shrivenham Neighbourhood Development Plan that was approved earlier this year. Another controversial application is in Ashbury where it is proposed to erect a 15mtr communications mast on Walnut Hill directly outside residential properties. Simon and I have made representations to the Vale.  
Since the second week in September numerous planning applications have been registered at the Vale. With the exception of the two mentioned above at the time of writing there have been 23. Most are for extensions and listed building consents.
Oxfordshire Plan 2050 – Thank you to those Parish Councils that responded to the consultation on the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Reg 18. The Plan will set out the framework for future planning decisions on housing and infrastructure needs throughout the county. 
Joint Local Plan 2041- Part of the new Joint Local Plan 2041 is a Joint Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).  This document will set out who, how and when the Councils will engage with local communities as part of the planning process. The consultation is open until midnight on Wednesday 20 October. It is recommended to comment by using the online comment form.
Council Meeting – The full Council met on 6 October at Milton Park and the following items were discussed: Making of three Neighbourhood Development Plans, the adoption of the CIL Charging Schedule, the change of name from the Oxfordshire Growth Board to Future Oxfordshire Partnership and an update on its work, Treasury Management and Councillors Allowance Scheme There were also 9 questions ranging from tree planting to provision of health services and two Motions. One to agree the Vale’s membership of the UK:100 Network and the other to request the Leader to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions expressing grave concern on the decision to cut Universal Credit by £20 per week.
Climate Emergency Advisory Committee – The Committee met on 4 October and the agenda included the Tree Planting Policy on Council Owned Land, a report on Pathways to Zero Carbon Oxfordshire and a verbal update on Future Oxfordshire Partnership - Environmental Advisory Group. The minutes of this meeting will be on the Vale website in due course. The next meeting will take place on Monday10 January 2022. 
Electric Vehicles Work is continuing with the County Council regarding the installation of charging points in more than 20 Council owned car parks across the county. The County Council has launched a survey which may be accessed at www.letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk It is anticipated that all installations will be completed by next March.
Civil Parking Enforcement – As previously reported the new scheme will “go live” on 1 November. Under the new powers officers will be able to enforce the majority of restrictions where traffic orders and regulatory signs and lines are in place. It should be noted that problems such as pavement parking are not automatically enforceable unless there are formal restrictions in place. In order for the scheme to settle PCN’s (Penalty Charge Notices) will not be issued until January 2022. 
White Horse Community Lottery –The Lottery now has its own website: www.whitehorselottery.co.uk which provides all the information required to participate. Voluntary and charitable groups are invited to join. It is free for you to get involved.
Consultations – The Vale responds to other organisations planning matters and the responses may be found on the Vale website – www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/council responses to consultations about planning. The most recent responses are the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Reg 128 (Part2) and Swindon Borough Councils Local Plan revised pre-submission draft Reg. 19.

Swindon Borough Council – New Eastern Villages
The continuing reconstruction work at the White Hart Roundabout is likely to miss the estimated mid-December completion. Indeed there are indications that the works at the roundabout could carry on through to February. The works have had an impact on local villages which have seen a significant increase in traffic, often speeding, attempting to avoid any possible queuing on the A420. The increase in HGV traffic has been most noticeable and has caused a great deal of damage to roads that are totally unsuitable for such heavy traffic. What is of concern is that once the White Hart Roundabout and the other roadworks in and around the A420 have been completed that the diverted traffic will continue to use the villages as Rat  Runs.
As previously mentioned Swindon’s continuing roadworks have had a knock on effect to the construction of the new roundabout on the A420. This roundabout is to serve the residents of Cross Trees Park and existing residents of Shrivenham. It is now unlikely that the roundabout will be constructed until late summer 2022.
Swindon BC NEV Planning – It is anticipated that the recent approval of two major Outline planning applications we will begin to see more applications submitted for both outline and detailed approval.  1) 2380 home North of the A420 to expand South Marston and create the new village of Rowborough and 2) 1550 homes, a new primary, a new secondary schools, a 1000 vehicle park & Ride site, a sports hub, a local centre and open space. 
Although we don’t normally hold surgeries we are always available to deal with any issues.
However, following the success of the events we held in Shrivenham and Watchfield  we have arranged another Meet your Councillors event.  We shall be in the Chestnut Room at Shrivenham Memorial Hall on Saturday 6 November from 1030-Midday and look forward to residents joining us for a chat about any concerns they may have. We will be joined by our MP David Johnston, County Councillor Yvonne Constance and representatives from the Faringdon Neighbourhood Police Team.
Simon Howell – 01793 784491 – simon.howell@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Elaine Ware    - 01793 783026 -  elaine.ware@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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