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Longcot Village Green Concerts
Bellringing to celebrate NHS et al
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Thought for the month

Dear Fernham
In case you missed us – church services returned to Fernham for the first time since
March 2020 with a Holy Communion in St John’s at 9.30am on Sunday 6 June. Many
thanks to Neil and Tom for making that possible. Since then we have held a family
service and another communion service and we intend to continue offering services
at this time each Sunday – unless, of course, you would rather we did something else?
Different sorts of services?
Different times?
Different day?
How about a Sunday School on Sunday afternoons once a month?
Or would anyone be interested in being part of a choir (once we’re allowed to sing
again!)?
We would love to hear from you about the things you want from St John’s. It is a
beautiful building and we really want to use it. You can contact us on
vicar@shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk (Norma)
associatevicar@shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk (Paul)
We’ll look forward to hearing from you
Norma & Paul
Views expressed in “Thought for the month” are those of the contributors
Ashbury News
“Councillors Corner” There was a significant changing of the guard at the last Ashbury Parish Council
meeting on 06 May, when we also held our AGM. As he had announced he would do
six months ago, Cliff Davies stood down as Chair. We all thanked Cliff for his years of
robust leadership, in which he had borne the main burden of handling so many issues,
big and small. Without his drive and focus Ashbury would not have drawn up our
Neighbourhood Plan two years ago nor, since then, have attempted to defend its
principles and policies as robustly. (With the Government’s new Development
Strategy, that will continue to be a major challenge.)
In the absence of other candidates, I agreed to take over as Chair, at least until the
next Council elections. James Greenham is the new Deputy Chair and Volunteers
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Officer; Anne Reynolds remains Finance Officer; Peter Cowx will manage our website;
James Ruggiero is taking on the Highways role; and Neil Morgan will be the
Community Liaison and Communications Officer. Together we hope to manage the
affairs of your Council efficiently and promptly. We will continue to rely greatly on
the expertise and energy of many others, especially the leaders of our two important
sub-groups, Liz Derrington’s Village Green Committee and Yoshi Nishio’s Planning
Group; and we will in all things be depending on the inestimable and cheerful support
of our Clerk, Laura Evans.
With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions, we will be able to hold our first in-person
meeting of the APC in the Village Hall on Monday 12 July at 1800. The participation of
members of the parish is normally warmly encouraged but the extension of Covid
restrictions to 19 July for the moment require us to meet without a public presence.
More generally, we would welcome suggestions from you all for initiatives which we
might take on your behalf, problems we might address or community events which
you would like us to support. Next year, for instance, will be HM The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. How might Ashbury celebrate that?
Christopher Prentice
Longcot and Ferham
Making it happen – Longcot festival
‘Do you think you could put on a flower festival and concert in May?’ Vicky Medcalf
and I were asked in February. ‘We should like to give the village something to look
forward to and enjoy before we close the church for the major refurbishment in June’
Well of course we could! We dusted off the 1940s ideas we had on hold and ‘A
Village Celebration’ was revived.
Fourteen flower arrangers said yes, count them in. The Clarinet Collective were
available and would play a shortened concert twice so as many people as possible
could come. The Choir would sing choral evensong, and Tony Crabtree would arrange
for the bells to ring, Richard Fergusson would put together cheerful 1940s music to
play on a loop all day and Jill Baker offered cream teas in her garden.
Many people geared up to make it happen and to solve problems and decipher the
ever-changing rules and challenges thrown up by arranging a Covid festival.
During a wet and cold week we were touched by how many visitors came to see the
church flowers. You loved the colour and cheerful displays and the stories told. The
Street Party in the chancel with the bunting above and picnics, tea trolley and table all
holding beautiful china filled with ‘flower cakes’ was so clever. The flower displays of
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Grace the evacuee, land girl Mary, Watchfield Camp and the Americans at the pub
were all enjoyed by visitors. The north window arrangement Little Brown Jug and the
Rhapsody in Blue pedestal reflected the music of the era and at the concert. A very
vibrant bonfire party window captured the spirit of the time and the bell ringers
delightful display on the old bell wheel opposite the door was enhanced by the
interesting board of 1998 photos of the restoration of the bells.
The concerts were a triumph. The Clarinet Collective is now much loved and
respected locally and gave us two wonderful concerts that are still being talked about.
The music was beautiful, nostalgic, reflective, uplifting and fun and we came away
feeling life was definitely getting better!
Choral Evensong was a treat with the choir singing in the chancel and looking and
sounding splendid, safely distanced amongst the picnic hampers and flower filled tea
cups! That evening ended with the signing of the building contract to begin work on
the community hub.
So a huge thank you to all who made this happen including the church warden and
gardening teams. A particular word of thanks to Jill and Robert Baker who worked so
hard all week in disappointing weather to serve teas in their garden. Many of us
enjoyed several, and a chance to meet up with friends and neighbours after so long.
And finally, a thank you to all who came to see flowers and enjoy the concerts. Your
support and generous donations to Longcot Village Trust funds of £1331 are much
appreciated.
Shirley Dalton-Morris
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Longcot Village Green Concerts on Sunday 25th July at 2.30pm and 5 pm.
Bring your own rugs, chairs and refreshments and come and enjoy some socially
distanced live music for clarinet sextet in the Clarinet Collective’s second pair of
concerts on the green! In the programme for this year are classics by Mozart,
Beethoven and Gounod, also popular favourites including Runaway Rocking Horse
and the Dambusters’ March. Each performance will last approximately 50 minutes
and will be played without an interval.
ADMISSION FREE with a collection in aid of the renovation of the St. Mary’s bell tower
roof, which is in urgent need of repair.
In line with current government requirements places are limited and must be booked
in advance. Please email victorialmedcalf@gmail.com to make your reservation.
Email contact details will be required on booking.
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CHURCH MATTERS
(No services in Longcot- closed for building work)
JULY SERVICES IN ASHBURY, COMPTON & FERNHAM WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
Sunday 4 July
Thursday 8 July
Sunday 11 July

9.00am Matins
9.30am Morning Prayer
11.00am Morning Prayer
10.00am Holy Communion Online

Compton
Fernham
Ashbury
Ashbury

9.30am Holy Communion Online Fernham
11.00am Holy Communion
Ashbury
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Sunday 18 July
Swithun’s
Sunday 25 July

10.30am Holy Communion-(BCP) Compton Patronal Festival- St.
9.30am Benefice Holy Communion Online Watchfield

All online services can be watched on the Shrivenham and Ashbury Facebook
If you are unable to join us in person, do join online through services and study
groups on the benefice Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook account to
access these events.
Ashbury Prayer cycle for July:
4th Ashdown Estate, 11th High Street, 18th Idstone Road, 25th Idstone
LONGCOT CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER – CHAPEL NEWS
Sadly, due to the latest Government guidance, the re-opening of Longcot Chapel will
have to be postponed until August so we look forward to welcoming people to our
service on 1st August which will be led by Mrs Pam Mullin. Tea and cake will be
served after the service.
If restrictions are lifted on 19th July then T TIME FELLOWSHIP will restart on Friday
30th when tea, sandwiches and cake will be served from 3pm. There will be no charge
but donations to our chosen charity will be gratefully received.
Stella
PASTORAL CARE
If you have need for prayer or pastoral support, do not hesitate to ring Canon Paul
Richardson on 710241.
A Message from the Associate Vicar:
Hello again. Just a few words from me as we enter July and hopefully from 19th
become freed from the restrictions of these last months. “I come that you might have
life; life in all its fullness” is Jesus’ message in St John’s gospel (John 10.10).
What might fullness of life look like for you? Gathering again with all the family to
celebrate a wedding perhaps, the possibility of a holiday, maybe even a holiday
abroad? It will be so good that we will be able to make the most of opportunities as
individuals and families to “live” again after lockdown.
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But as one who moved into the Ashbury in October and have spent the majority of
this time among you all in lockdown, I look forward most of all to the opportunities
for us all to emerge as community back to a rich and full and varied life again. I look
forward to events where we can meet and share together, to being able to visit
homes and schools, places of work, and places where we gather for fun and leisure.
Life in all its fullness; bring it on!
Covid Precautions at Services
We are doing our best to ensure that our church is COVID safe for anyone who would
like to come to our services. We ask you to observe Covid safety rules, wear a mask,
hand-sanitise on arrival (available inside church), sign in or use the NHS QR code and
ensure social distancing. Please do not come into church if you think you have
symptoms of Covid 19.
BELL RINGING- MONDAY 5th JULY- St MARY’S ASHBURY
As part of the 5th July events to mark the NHS Social Care and Frontline Workers Day
& the 73rd anniversary of the NHS, St Marys Ashbury church bells will be rung at 8pm
Country Matters
My grandfather James Green was the youngest of eight and not seeing a rosy future
in Somerset took Sands Farm Shellingford on a tenancy from the Henderson family,
who then had the Kitemore estate as well as Buscot Park. I mention this because
recently his heavy overcoat came to light once again. It used to be kept in the airing
cupboard at Shellingford but came with me when I moved to Rectory farm Idstone in
1973. I weighed it at 3.5 kg (7.7 lbs) and looking at the label on the inside pocket it
was made by Pakemans of Swindon in 1923. Searching the pockets, I found a
handkerchief and an order of service to Blanch Lawrence, December 16th 1964. I
think this is the last time it was worn and by my father attending this funeral at St.
Mary’s, Ashbury. She was the wife of Richard Hull Lawrence and their son Geoffrey
who was the tenant before me at Rectory Farm. I remember meeting him in
Faringdon. He was a church warden and had two young children when he sadly
succumbed to Weil’s disease in his late 40’s. An interesting turn up after 98 years! His
widow Anne and daughter Elisabeth still return to Ashbury periodically.
This heavy coat, probably twice the weight of any modern coat, would have not been
unusual in that time of travel by pony and trap and would have still been useful in
cars , some open and then unheated. James Green was among the early car owners. I
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am attaching an image of him just after the first war in his Rover taken by my father,
showing James with his elder son Edward, and in the back his wife and daughter
Freda. He died in 1927.
Another picture shows four men and three horses and carts cleaning mud from Sands
Farm pond in the very dry summer of 1921. Even in 1976 there was a little water left
there.
Recent weather here is much improved after an April draught and a prolonged wet
and cold May. On the downs in early June I have spotted both a marsh fritillary and a
green hairstreak butterfly, the latter small but the only green butterfly and a first for
me.
Richard Green
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Contacts
Ashbury Parish Council
Chairman: Christopher Prentice 01793 710821 chair@ashbury.org.uk
Clerk to the council: Laura Evans email clerk@ashbury.org.uk
Defibrillator: On the wall by the School entrance
St Mary’s Ashbury Parochial Church Council
Associate vicar: Paul Richardson 01793 710241 (not Monday or Tuesday)
Church wardens: Maggie Simons 01793 710801 Richard Green 01793 791310
Secretary: Roger Simons 01793 710801 rogersimons1@outlook.com
Vicar (Shrivenham) Revd Norma Fergusson 01793 784338
rev.n.fergusson@btinternet.com (not Monday)
Ashbury Village Hall
Maggie Simons 0193 710801 maggiemsimons@outlook.com
Secretary Margaret Smith 01793 710800 mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings: Lin and Kevin Clarke 01793 710326
Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp CE(A) Primary School and little Berries Preschool
Headteacher Rachael Smith 01793 710259 www. http://www.ashburyprimary.org.uk
office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk
Ashbury Village Shop 01793 710068
G.P. Surgeries Shrivenham 01793 782207 Lambourn 01488 71715/72299
Post Office at the Rose & Crown Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.30am
Vale of the White Horse District Council 01235 422422
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
Recycling/Rubbish collection queries admin.vale@biffa.co.uk
Food waste is collected weekly, green/black bins alternate each week. Garden waste
brown bins fortnightly. Mondays except Bank holidays.
Your Local District Councillors are: Elaine Ware 01973 783026
elaine.ware@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and Simon Howell 01793 784491
simon.howell@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
County Councillor: Yvonne Constance: 01235 751475/07976934884
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk
M.P. for the Wantage constituency: David Johnston david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
0207 219 3000
Newsletter entries for August 2021. Submit your entries for August by 23rd July to: M.
Turner Claremont, Ashbury SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 01793 710302 For more of
“what’s on” and local information see the Ashbury Village Website www.ashbury.org.uk
and the community page on Facebook.
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