ASHBURY
COMPTON LONGCOT FERNHAM
NEWS
JUNE 2022

Platinum Jubilee Party 5th June
Church tower open
Exhibition of jubilee artwork from Ashbury Primary School
and
Oil Lamps to Broadband: seventy years in the life of a village
in the Village Hall Thurs-Fri-Sat 2-4 June 10am-4pm.
Community Club: Climate change 30 June
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Thought for the month
I probably spend too long on social media and often have to fight hard NOT to
comment on contentious issues (As I think they are often pointless and divisive). I
had one such battle when a friend tried to justify openly and deliberate sinful
lifestyles by saying Jesus did not condemn the women caught in adultery.
The story is found in the Gospel of John chapter 8. For anyone who doesn’t know the
story, it is about a lady was caught in the act of adultery and people brought her to
Jesus to confirm that she should be executed in accordance with the laws (They were
trying to trip him up)…. Jesus just pointed out that perhaps the person to throw the
first stone should be the person who has never sinned….. one by one they walked
away (Jesus was telling us not to judge others while we ourselves lead sinful lives).
Jesus then told the woman that he didn’t condemn her and for her to go away and
‘sin no more’. Jesus wasn’t condoning her sin or saying it was OK to carry on
committing adultery he was pointing out that she should repent and stop sinning.
We are all sinners and in need of God’ forgiveness. That forgiveness is free but can
only be brought about by coming to Jesus with a contrite heart, asking for forgiveness
and repenting of past sins, then aiming to live a sinless life in future.
In reality we are incapable of living a sinless life, but the will to do so must be
there……. we cannot expect to receive forgiveness then continue wilfully sinning and
disobeying God as we did before. True repentance results in true forgiveness and a
truly changed lifestyle!
Andrew Bunce

Views expressed in “Thought for the month” are those of the contributors

2

Councillors’ corner

Ashbury News

Your Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan – an opportunity to join us in the Neighbourhood
Plan group
This group is responsible for ensuring the plan you voted for and agreed to in July
2019 is used as well as is possible. We do this Firstly by responding to all planning
applications made by residents or others. Secondly, and just as importantly, by our
input to and influence on others about requirements for the type and quality for
planning and build to meet the needs of our population, from young to elderly over
the coming years.
We are now looking for a further 2 or more members to join this very active and lively
group, at a very exciting time, when there is much nationally and locally being
discussed for us to contribute, object or agree to!
We know many of you as Ashbury parish residents are passionate or concerned about
how, on the one hand we best keep the character and essence of our lovely
settlement areas, and on the other be prepared and act to ensure we are fit for
purpose or sustainable for ongoing life in the parish.
So, please come and join us in the Neighbourhood Plan Group for this parish and help
us in the very worthwhile activity that we provide.
No special or any particular experience required, just your local passion and interests
to add to our activities. We meet 2 – 4 times a year, though most of our work is done
by email between us, so in total maybe 1 hour per month of your time required. We
have a range of information resources, if needed, to help with any of the activities or
issues we address.
For more information or to chat with other current members of the group or to
confirm you wish to be a member (as you may know this already!) then contact
Pauline Smith on 710532 or by email at planning@ashbury.org.uk
We will warmly welcome you and any contribution you add to our mix!
Many thanks Pauline as current chair of Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan Group, May
2022.
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Ashbury Community Club
Thursday 30th June. 2.30 pm
Ashbury Village Hall
"Climate Change - What we can do as individuals"
Trish Wells will talk about the CoP26 climate change conference and what happens
next.
All welcome
Entrance fee for non-members is £2 which includes tea & biscuits.
Plant and Cake Sale for Ukrainian Refugees
Thank you to everyone who supported the Plant and Cake sale on 14 May. We raised
the fantastic sum of £665.66 which has been paid into the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian
Appeal.

Ashbury School Clothes Collection Thank You!
A huge thank you to everyone who had a sort out and donated second hand items.
We amassed a very respectable pile of bags weighing 396kg which Bag2School gave
us £158.40 for.
Every penny we raise goes straight to our children and I’m sure this will go towards
something exciting.
Thanks again!
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Christian Aid
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Christian aid collection. The generous
residents of Ashbury, Kingstone Winslow and Idstone donated an amazing £1005.88

Ashbury Parish Platinum Jubilee Party
We are looking forward to seeing you on 5th June on Ashbury Village Green
12.00-17.00.

If you have not already ordered your lunch please do so by 29th
May so that we can make sure we have enough for everyone.
Hog Roast* in bun with coleslaw, stuffing and sauces - £1.50
Quarter Slice of 12” Pizza* – 25p
Scoop of Italian Ice Cream – 25p
*Vegetarian option available
Contact one of the following to order
ELIZA LEWIS elizalewis8@hotmail.com 710993
LIZ DERRINGTON elizabethderrington45@gmail.com 710813
ANNE REYNOLDS a2013reynolds@gmail.com 07922 110914
PETER SMITH peter.challensmith@tiscali.co.uk 710776
If we have extra food on the day this can be purchased for the full price (twice
the above prices)
Sunday 5th June: The church tower will be open for anyone who would like to
see the bells and to have a go at ringing from 10.30 – 11.30.
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Longcot

It is with sadness that I write that Maryse died this month (May)at the age of 96 in
Frampton-on-Severn where she moved in 2008 after the death of her husband Rifai.
The Lawries came to live in Holly Cottage in the Dash in 1983 and set about the task
of renovating the cottage and The Ark which had been uninhabited for a long time.
Over several years doing much of the work themselves they turned the derelict house
into a delightful home.
Maryse was well-known about the village, always cheerful and smiling and ready to
stop and chat and be part of village events. She was a talented artist and art teacher
who exhibited her work widely. She loved to travel and with her great friend Frances
Wyatt, another village artist, became part of a formidable duo travelling the continent
mostly by train to enjoy art and architecture.
She was particularly active in Longcot at the Millennium, interviewing twenty or more
people on their village memories for the book Longcot – A Village in the Vale. She
produced all the line drawings for the book and the design for millennium mugs given
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to each child at school. Her drawing of St Mary’s church is still used on the cover of
the church guide.
Maryse was Australian and after Rifai’s death considered returning there to be near
family but decided in the end to settle in the Subud community in Frampton where
she died in April. Although it is over twelve years since she left Longcot, she is still
remembered affectionately by her many friends and she will live on in our memories
and her art.
Shirley Dalton-Morris
Library books to your door
If you or someone you know are finding it difficult to get to the library, the Home
Library Service can help!
Run by Oxfordshire County Council, the Home Library Service is completely free and
delivers books and other library materials to hundreds of people across the county.
Friendly volunteers choose items you like and visit every three weeks to deliver and
collect them.
The service is open to people who struggle to physically visit a library. It’s also
available on a short-term basis after illness or hospitalisation, and to people with
caring responsibilities.
Registering is easy, simply call your local library or the Home Library Service on
01865 810259 or emailhomelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice
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CHURCH MATTERS
June services as follows
Sunday 5 June 9.00am
Holy Communion (BCP) Compton
Pentecost
9.30am
Holy Communion by Extension Longcot
11.00am*
United Open Air service Recreation Ground,
Shrivenham
with Shrivenham and Longcot Methodist churches
4.00pm
Thanksgiving Jubilee service
Ashbury Green
Thursday 9 June

10.00am

Holy Communion (Iona) Ashbury

Sunday 12 June 9,30am
Holy Communion
Trinity Sunday
11.00am
Holy Communion
3.00pm*
Sunday School
Thursday 16 June
Corpus Christi

7pm*

Longcot

Holy Communion
with choir

Ashbury
Watchfield
Shrivenham

Sunday 19 June 9.30am
Morning Prayer
Longcot
11.00am
Father’s Day service

Ashbury

Friday 24 June

Ashbury

9.00am

Matins

Sunday 26 June 10.15am*

Benefice Communion
with Choir
4.00pm Pilgrimage service + tea Compton

Thursday 30 June

3.15pm*

Messy Church

Shrivenham

Shrivenham

*Although everyone is welcome to attend any services, those marked with an asterisk
are designed as benefice services
Covid Precautions at Services
Please do not come to Church if you have Covid symptoms.
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All online Morning Prayer, Communion services and sermons can be watched on the
Shrivenham and Ashbury Facebook
If you are unable to join us in person, do join online through services and study
groups on the Benefice Facebook page. You do not need a Facebook account to
access these events. Details of online services are on the weekly sheet and on
Facebook
Ashbury Prayer cycle for June:5th Ashbury Hill, 12th Berrycroft, 19th Berrycroft Lane, 26th Chapel Lane.
Pilgrimage Sunday 26 June
Pilgrimages are part of an ancient tradition in which people walk with God as well as
one another, finding a new sense of joy in creation along the way. Join us in Ashbury
St Mary’s church carpark at 2.30pm for a gentle walk to St Swithun’s, Compton, for
tea followed by a special service at 4pm. We will then walk to St Mary’s, possibly
stopping at the Rose & Crown on the way past! For more details, contact Richard
Fergusson on 01793 780057 or email richard.fergusson.llm@btinternet.com
Lord Jesus Christ,
You call us to follow yet you walk beside us.
Open our eyes to the beauties of creation.
Open our minds to the possibility of change
Open our hearts to the richness of your love.
Help us to see you more clearly, love you more dearly
and follow you more nearly with every step we take.
Amen
Messy Church –Thursday 30 June
Messy Church is a church with a difference! A chance to be creative, hear Bible stories,
eat yummy food and have fun with friends and family. Messy Church is open to the
whole Benefice. There is no charge to attend, but a minimum donation of £1.50 per
child towards costs would be appreciated.
Our regular after-school session starts at 3:15pm in St Andrew’s, finishing at 5pm.
For more information or to book a space contact standfast.shrivenham@yahoo.com
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Benefice Sunday School at St Thomas’ Watchfield – Sunday 12 June
Our monthly Sunday School aims to help children have fun whilst learning more about
loving God and our neighbours, about Jesus, the Bible and the life of the Church. No
need to book in advance, you can register your child when you turn up, but if you
would like to register now or find out more, please contact our Benefice Administrator
at info@shrivenhamandashbury.co.uk

Children’s Clothing Exchange
This continues at St Andrew’s Church on Saturday 11 June (and every second Saturday
of the month) from 9-11am. Why not combine a visit with a trip to Café Inspire for
cake and bacon rolls in Shrivenham School Hall?
You will find a good selection of children’s clothes (ages 0-13). It is free and you can
donate on the day (clean clothing which is not stained or damaged please). You do not
have to donate clothes to take some home.
The Ambassadors Bible Church meet at what was the Ashbury Evangelical Free
Church at 10:00 am each Sunday morning. All are welcome and there is also a
Sunday School for the Children which meets at the same time.

Country Matters
Let’s pray for good weather to bless Ashbury’s celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s
platinum jubilee this first weekend of June. Wixes Piece will be a new venue. Her
reign to date of 70 years beats Queen Victoria’s 63 years, George III’s 59 years, James
V1 of Scotland, later with the Union James 1 of Britain’s 57 years. Earlier monarchs
include Henry III who ruled for 56 years and Edward III “the hammer of the Scots” 50
years reign.
Ashbury with Kingston Winslow and Idstone has certainly not been backward in these
royal celebrations and most are reported on its website with many happy pictures. At
Queen Victoria’ golden jubilees in 1887 50 European Kings and Princes were
entertained to a grand banquet at Buckingham Palace. George V just managed a silver
jubilee and some of us still standing can remember our Queen’s own silver jubilee in
1978.
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There were races and tug of wars in the Reade’s field accessed besides Bunces’ works
above Idstone road. The men’s race round an improvised circular track was won by
Bob Tilling of Chapel Lane. Among others Eddie Bailey and Reg Smith also ran. Joining
the fun for the sake of competing, I may have been last, being still lame from an
earlier car accident. Bob tells me that ladies were competing with their skirts pulled
up which reminds of a Confucius saying “woman can run faster with skirts held up
than man with trousers down.” We have a picture of Dorrie Cookson of Idstone who
was so supportive to our family with our elder son Toby then aged 20 months.
The Village website is a very good record. Going back to Elizabeth’s coronation
celebrations in 1953 there are pictures of the children’s fancy dress parade, also the
adults’ parade with pictures of Michael Fitchett, Ernest New, Charles Welsh (in drag!)
Flo New and Rose Simpson. Henry Tilling, Fred New and Oliver New also feature but
not in fancy dress. The old post office opposite the village hall in Chapel Lane won the
best display and there was a bonfire on Winslow bank.
The Queen’s golden in 2002 features, but is reported with some pictures by Margaret
Smith listed as in 2001. I think I remember a happy street party especially for children
in Chapel Lane. The Queen and Prince Philip had visited that year 70 cities and towns,
as well as visits overseas. Many will remember the celebrations for her 60th with a
fun walk or run to the White Horse and back to the church car park with floral
displays in St Mary’s, then a party again in Chapel Lane with games and races, a tug of
war and a coconut shy followed by a hog roast in the Prentice’s recently renovated
Manor barn. When it’s time for a party Ashbury has always met the challenge!
Richard Green
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Contacts
Ashbury Parish Council
Chairman: Christopher Prentice 01793 710821 chair@ashbury.org.uk
Clerk to the council: Laura Evans email clerk@ashbury.org.uk
Defibrillator: On the wall by the School entrance
St Mary’s Ashbury Parochial Church Council
Associate vicar: Vacancy.
Church wardens: Maggie Simons 01793 710801 Richard Green 01793 791310
Secretary: Roger Simons 01793 710801 rogersimons1@outlook.com
Vicar (Shrivenham) Revd Norma Fergusson 01793 784338
rev.n.fergusson@btinternet.com (not Monday)
Ashbury Village Hall
Maggie Simons 0193 710801 maggiemsimons@outlook.com
Secretary Margaret Smith 01793 710800 mbsmith5@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings: Lin and Kevin Clarke 01793 710326
Ashbury with Compton Beauchamp CE(A) Primary School and little Berries Preschool
Headteacher Rachael Smith 01793 710259 www. http://www.ashburyprimary.org.uk
office.3851@ashbury.oxon.sch.uk
Ashbury Village Shop 01793 710068
G.P. Surgeries Shrivenham 01793 782207 Lambourn 01488 71715/72299
Post Office at the Rose & Crown Wednesdays and Fridays 9.30-11.30am
Vale of the White Horse District Council 01235 422422
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
Recycling/Rubbish collection queries admin.vale@biffa.co.uk
Food waste is collected weekly, green/black bins alternate each week. Garden waste
brown bins fortnightly. Mondays except Bank holidays.
Your Local District Councillors are: Elaine Ware 01973 783026
elaine.ware@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and Simon Howell 01793 784491
simon.howell@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
County Councillor: Yvonne Constance: 01235 751475/07976934884
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk
M.P. for the Wantage constituency: David Johnston
david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk 0207 219 3000
Newsletter entries for July 2022. Submit your entries for July by 18th June to: M. Turner
Claremont, Ashbury SN6 8LN. marionlturner@me.com 01793 710302 For more of
“what’s on” and local information see the Ashbury Village Website www.ashbury.org.uk
and the community page on Facebook.
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