

Meeting of Ashbury Parish Council
						At The Village Hall
Monday 17th January 2022 at 6.00pm
Minutes

Present: Cllr C Prentice (Chair), P Cowx, A Reynolds, N Morgan, J Greenham, J Ruggiero, L Evans (Clerk), P Smith (Chair of NPG) and one member of the public
	ITEM
	
	

	1
	To receive apologies for absence
County Cllr Y Constance, District Cllr E Ware and District Cllr S Howell.
	

	2
	To receive any declarations of personal and/or prejudicial interest in respect of items on the agenda for this meeting - None
	

	3
	To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 8th November 2021
The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2021, were approved and signed as a true record.
	

	4
	To address matters arising from the previous meeting
· Signage- Cllr Prentice is continuing to consult with the shop and 2 neighbours to discuss suitability of the signage to discourage parking near the junction. Action – Cllr Prentice
· 20MPH Toolkit- Cllr Ruggiero received a response regarding registering APC’s interest in the 20MPH limit. It was suggested that a poll/survey be undertaken to gauge the level of support for the scheme from residents. Action – Cllr Ruggiero to draft a poll and circulate to all Councillors.
P Smith reported that a resident on Idstone Road had expressed an interest in the scheme as the resident had concerns regarding vehicle speed on Idstone Road.
· Website – A small working group has now been formed, and small improvements have been made. The Chair of the Village Hall Committee raised concerns that when using the website, the Village Hall section shows as inaccessible which means the page cannot be updated. The plan of the working group is to restructure the website and make it easier to navigate. It was agreed that the website needs urgent action. Cllr Cowx suggested that the website should be more user friendly within 3 to 4 months. Action – Cllr Cowx and the working group to focus on some of the easy quick wins to make the website more user friendly and to draw on the APC budget to pay for professional help, if needed to deliver early results.
· 5G Mast – The decision for the site was refused but VoWH failed to follow the national guidance which states that if a site is inappropriate, they should have engaged with the applicants to identify alternative options. 
· Broadband – P Smith had contacted the lead at OCC to ask questions on behalf of APC and the NPG regarding Airband. The briefing document about the Digital infrastructure strategy and main phases had been re-sent to APC. This had been sent on 19 March 2021 but for whatever reasons was not received (OCC has 362 parish councils in its patch). The voucher system details and flyers have also been resent, which Ashbury residents could have used to fund the Airband connections. This scheme might still be available, if the numbers are achieved to access the voucher scheme. 
P Smith was also made aware that BT will be switching off Landlines in 2024. 
Cllr Prentice suggested a lead volunteer be found to engage with residents about the voucher scheme and broadband, with Cllr Cowx being the point of reference. P Smith and Cllr Cowx suggested two residents who have shown knowledge and keen interest in this area.  Action – Cllr Prentice to contact the residents suggested and P. Smith and Cllr Cowx to follow up.
· Swing Seat- Cllr Cowx and a resident had inspected the dog chewed swing seat. The seat is perfectly safe and does not represent a safety risk. There are no sharp edges or anywhere that a child could trap their fingers. APC will not be proceeding with the quote provided due to this being more a cosmetic than a  safety issue.
	

	5
	County & District Councillors- To receive reports from County and District Councillors (5 minute time slot)    Reports will be circulated when received from the County and District Councillors towards the end of the month.
	

	6 
	Chairs Verbal Update (3 minute time slot)
Information Commissioners Office – A letter had been received from the ICO regarding a request from a resident for reserved business minutes, to which APC have 10 days to respond.  APC believe these minutes fall under section 36 (2) (b) of the FOI Act. A response is to be drafted and circulated to all Councillor’s for comment before responding. Action – Cllr Prentice to draft a response to the resident, copied to the ICO. The draft to be circulated to Councillors for approval before issuing.
	

	7
	Clerks Verbal Update (3 minute time slot)
No update provided.
	

	8
	Councillors Forum- To receive reports from responsible officers (12 minute time slot)
Shopperbus – A discussion was held regarding the Shopperbus budget, which due to Covid had been put on hold. Cllr Reynolds expressed concerns over the lack of monetary procedures, safeguarding, training and cleaning procedures. P Smith suggested ideas on how to reduce money handling by providing a voucher scheme for the shopperbus and it was also suggested that a volunteer might take the lead role and be responsible for a system of booking, financial procedures etc.  Cllr Greenham shared the same concerns and proposed that further action on the shopperbus be again postponed until  we are past the Covid pandemic. The scheme might be reassessed once Covid allowed, if there was an evident demand and if revised vigorous policies were to be in place. Cllr Cowx seconded the proposal and it was unanimously agreed.

APC wished for it to be noted that should any resident need the type of support the shopperbus provides, they should contact the Parish Council who will seek to find a volunteer who can help.
	

	9
	Sub Committee Reports- To receive reports from Sub-committees (6 minute time slot)
· Ashbury Shop Sub-Committee – Revised Terms of Reference had been circulated to all Councillors and agreed. The sub-committee were ready to contact the lease holders to arrange a preliminary meeting. Opening hours and periods of closure to be among the issues discussed due to feedback from the public on present arrangements.
Still awaiting quotation for the legal costs for the shop lease- Action- Ashbury Shop Sub Committee to obtain quote for legal costs.
· NPG Report (attached to the Minutes in appendix 1)
P Smith explained that the group are ensuring that the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan are properly recognised and applied in any planning applications. 
The feedback provided by P Smith, since taking over as Chair of the NPG, to South and Vale has already had some effect and influenced the handling of planning issues.
Ashbury Parish Council wished to formally thank P Smith for all the hard work.
	

	10
	Financial Matters
Cllr Reynolds had prepared the Finance report and circulated it to all Councillors (attached to the Minutes in appendix 2)
· Bank Reconciliation- was signed by the Clerk and Chair 
· Finalising of Budget for 2022/23 - After discussions on budget figures for Legal Costs of £1,200 and £1,000 for potential work on the web site, Cllr Reynolds proposed the budget of £14,536, Cllr Greenham seconded the proposal, which was unanimously agreed.
Action – Cllr Prentice to write an article for Councillors Corner explaining the increase in the budget/precept.
· Precept Form 2022/23 – Clerk to send signed Precept Form. Action- Clerk 
· Grounds Maintenance Contract 2022-23- The meeting noted that the contract for 1 year commencing 1st April 2022 has been signed.
Cllr Prentice thanked Cllr Reynolds for all the work on the financial matters.
	

	11
	Planning Matters 
The APC noted the following:
Applications; 
· P21/V3357/LB - Craven Cottage 6 High Street Ashbury SN6 8NA- Provision of first floor WC
· P21/V3488/HH - Sunningwell House Ashbury SN6 8LN - New garage and craft room building
· P21/V2820/LB - Ridgeway House High Street Ashbury - 
The application is for: Part Replacement of the warn thatch. Replacement, alteration and/or repair of various rotten windows and French patio door to the cottage and annex. Replacement of roof coverings on the extended elements to the rear of the property. (Additional plan received on 21-12-2021)
 he relevant planning policies were:
       Local Plan Policy CP39 	The Historic Environment
Local Plan Policy DP36 	Heritage Assets
Local Plan Policy DP37 	Conservation Areas
Local Plan Policy DP38 	Listed Buildings

Decisions: 
· P21/V2915/FUL-  Kingstone Farm Kingstone Winslow Ashbury, SN6 8NJ - Change of use and conversion of redundant farm building to provide a one bedroom dwelling. together with associated ancillary works. (Amended drainage information received 24 November 2021) (Additional ecology plan with bird boxes received 3 December 2021)- Granted
· P21/V2324/HH - : Spring Cottage Kingstone Winslow, SN6 8NG - Demolition of existing porch and construction of new front entrance porch (as amended by plans received on 15/11/21)- Granted
	

	12
	Public Forum- To take comments , representation or queries on agenda items (15 minute time slot)
There were no comments or queries received from Members of the public.
	

	13
	Individual Topics (12 minutes allocated)
· Community Governance Review 2022 – The meeting noted that APC did not wish to take part in Vale of The White Horse Community Governance Review 2022 as there is no requirements to seek any changes.
· Swing Seat at the Playground – Refer to item 4
· Oxfordshire County Council - Local Transport and Connectivity Plan- Consultation – Cllr Prentice found the consultation frustrating due to its lack of information about the content of the proposed policies. 
· Friends of the Ridgeway- Possible APC Membership- The meeting agreed to subscribe for the fee of £15 for a year and review if necessary. Action – Clerk to arrange subscription.
· Jubilee Celebration – APC support establishing a small group of volunteers to lead on organizing a communal street party/ Celebration and to engage the school with regards to the celebration. Cllr Prentice had spoken to a resident who may be interested in taking this lead. Action – Cllr Prentice to contact the resident regarding being the lead volunteer for the Jubilee Celebrations.
	

	14
	Agenda Diary
Items covered under Financial Matters
	

	15

	Correspondence
The meeting noted that no correspondence had been received.
	

	16
	Future Agenda Items
No future agenda items were raised.
	



The meeting closed at 20:15pm

The next meeting will be held on Monday 14th March 2022 in the Village Hall





Signed………………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………………………………………………..

















































Councillors Actions Arising

Cllr C Prentice (Chair)
· Signage – Action – Cllr Prentice to continue consulting with the Shop and neighbours regarding the suitability of the signage.
· Broadband – Action – Cllr Prentice- to contact the residents suggested and P. Smith and Cllr Cowx to follow up.
· ICO- Action- Cllr Prentice- to draft a response to the resident, copied to the ICO. The draft to be circulated to Councillors for approval before issuing
· Jubilee Celebrations – Action Cllr Prentice – to contact the resident regarding being the lead volunteer for the Jubilee Celebrations.

Cllr Greenham
No Actions


Cllr Ruggiero
· 20 MPH Toolkit- Action – Cllr Ruggiero- To draft a poll to gauge support for the 20MPH scheme and circulate to all Councillors for approval.

Cllr Cowx
· Website- Action – Cllr Cowx and the working group to focus on some of the easy quick wins to make the website more user friendly and to draw on the APC budget to pay for professional help, if needed to deliver early results.

Cllr Reynolds
No Actions

Clerk
· Precept Form 2022-2023- Action Clerk- To send the signed precept form for 2022-2023 to the relevant email address
· Friends of The Ridgeway – Action Clerk – Arrange subscription 

Ashbury Shop Sub-Committee
· Lease – Action- Ashbury Shop Sub Committee – To obtain quotation for the legal costs for the shop lease.



















Appendix 1

Report to Ashbury Parish Council (APC) from Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan Group (NPG) for period November 2021 – January 2022
	Activity
	Outcomes

	1. NPG group meeting in December 2021 and Agreed: 
· NP monitoring process for planning applications and other aspects of the plan 
· value statement for plan, to share 





· work plan agenda for APC from NP Appendix 2 Non – Land use Community Aspirations, Appendix 3 Key Infrastructure Requirements --- 



· work plan for time period December 2021 – end of March 2022
· PS to develop a scoping plan to address ‘planning’ issues re climate change and sustainability agenda such as fuel/heating/travel/type of build to support Ashbury residents in their current homes and to meet any requirements should NP be reviewed/revised commencing 2023 
· PS to complete draft and implement NPG recruitment plan, using a number of recruitment methods and communication/messaging
· PS to draft and implement NP work orientation package  
· PS to write up method/actions when need to brief residents about a planning application which contravenes NP

	NPG will provide a yearly report for the APC AGM re applications, review/analysis of policies/issues /use of Nplan and likely future build/ development issues 

APC see attached document: items and progress so far




Scoping plan revised and work to be led by JL: group in process of being convened 



ALL
 in progress

	2. Ongoing agenda of concerns re planning application process and use of NP by Vale of White Horse District Council (VWHDC)
· PS on behalf of group submitted paper early November 2021 to VWHDC outlining a number of issues with proposals and suggestions to trigger discussions in VWHDC Planning and Development and other


· PS and CP met with Elaine Ware (EW) in late December 2021 to discuss a range of issues and concerns as above 

· ONPA Exec Team met with senior members of VWHDC/
South and Vale (as now working together) December 3rd to discuss a range of issues as above (so our concerns also shared by a number of other NP/PC groups) 

ONPA Exec request to Housing Minister to confirm continuing status of NP – see attached response   


· PS contacted Craig Bower re issues related to the circulation, use of by DC’s, implementation and monitoring of implementation process of the OCC Digital Infrastructure strategy (it’s a good strategy) 

· Contact feedback to a VWHDC Case Manager who stated in a planning application ‘decision report’ that in Ashbury there was ‘no made NP’. Requested to correct this  

	

Response received mid December, further meeting requested with TM and RR to seek clarification and further discussion. Awaiting date for meeting 

EW has set up meeting with EH (Senior Case Officer) for New year 


ONGOING





Response: for Meeting with CB planned for mid January 2022


Awaiting response/correction as these decision reports are mostly signed off by AD  

	3. ONPA AGM and General meeting Dec 4th 2021
PS attended meetings online and raised 2 items for discussion during general meeting – re ‘change of use’ and house build numbers and a letter from VWHDC concerning ‘prior approval’   
Content of meeting also provided the latest detail of ‘land availability and house build target progress’ – both Vale and South have approx. 5 years at the moment (but of course have been generating a register of land for build availability after this or after 2031 when VWHDC plan ends).   
Woodcote NP/PC shared their revised NP which includes CC planning policies 
	




Ongoing 



I have copy of the plan and their CC policies for any requests to view these

	
	




Pauline Smith as Chair Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan Group   Jan 2022     


















Appendix 2

ASHBURY PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCE REPORT TO 31 DECEMBER 2021


1. The Parish precept for 2021/2022 is £9,984.

2. Both tranches of the precept have now been received.

3. To 31 December 2021, precept-related expenditure was expected to be £9,331.

4. To 31 December 2021, precept-related expenditure was actually £7,414. The underspend was mainly due to the community bus service not having started (owing to Covid) and fewer ‘cuts’ of the grass at the old churchyard. This was partially offset by a large increase in the annual insurance premium. The details can be found in the attached report.

5. Transfers from general reserves have been made to the Parish Maintenance and Village Green Future Maintenance reserves - £758 and £1,768 respectively.

6. At 31 December 2021, total reserves stood at £47,483 (compared to £48,216 at 31 March 2021) of which £32,394 related to earmarked reserves. The main area of spend was on the bases and picnic tables, from the Village Green reserve. Again, the details can be found in the attached report.
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scopeclimatechangeV2.docx
Version 2 Dec 2021                         Ashbury Parish 

                              Neighbourhood Plan Group   



Addressing Climate change and sustainability   

scoping plan outline for addressing the climate change and sustainability agenda in the context of the Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan (ANP) and updating requirements. The project scope is the boundary in which this entire project exists.

Key message: Ashbury Parish Neighbourhood Plan Group (NPG) is to address the Climate change planning agenda for 3 main purposes. To achieve these purposes an NPG Climate change subgroup (NPGCCsg) will develop the route and drive the way forward to achieve these 3 purposes:   

1. To be able to understand, address and provide educative/information packages and or input at collective or individual parish resident levels: into how this agenda affects and will affect our parish residents’ way of living in relation to reducing carbon emissions in and for their dwellings, generating and use of fuel sources, including for transport purposes and or for achieving sustainable solutions to these

a. to include familiarity with a range of funding sources to suggest or steer residents to or for which residents may choose to access, and or the NPGCCsg accessing collective grants for use or overseeing by the Ashbury Parish Council (APC) 



2. To feed the development and formation of climate change policies as the NPG undertakes the review and changes required to the current adopted Neighbourhood Plan (NP), so enabling inclusion of policies addressing how we expect any build or development planning to achieve carbon reduction requirements and or sustainable solutions 



3.  To influence the planning and policy makers at all levels by providing examples of the stretch required to achieve the best possible outcomes in moving towards a reduced carbon state for future house build development and for those properties used as dwellings now, built in and over time  

Group formation and membership 

The NPGCCsg will be formed of a maximum of 6 – 8 in their main group:

· led by Jonathon Loose as the delegated member from the NPG core   

· include parish residents already involved in installing/using technologies/other that move towards achieving a reduced carbon state and or who have specialist knowledge or expertise in these areas. These are our parish ‘front runners’ 

Alongside this membership, the group may wish to bring others in on a one off, temporary or expert resource type remit to provide any missing information, evidence or examples  

The group may wish to generate and agree a changed or more suitable working group title   



Methods 

In undertaking the activities to achieve the above the NPGCCsg will use a variety of methods, activities, communication methods and sources to:  

1. Explore, with evidence base and drawing on their own ‘front runner’ implementation experiences to map the shape of the issues to address  

2. Provide a range of opportunities to consult with, share with and or provide suggested contacts/information to Ashbury Parish residents at individual, group or parish resident levels, including the School, so that Ashbury residents can be informed about and supported to make recommended changes to their dwellings, use of fuel, other to move towards achieving reduced carbon emissions and or other sustainable solutions

3. Set up of a variety of data collecting opportunities with the parish residents so as to formally be able to provide the collated and recorded expectations, concerns, issues and any recommended actions re the climate change agenda required in and over time to present to the core NPG and or the Core NPG may convene such data collecting events

a. Such requests to NPG and decisions can be made as deemed necessary or as required    

4. Function as influencers to content, process and goals to policy makers for a variety of settings and levels   

5. Provide advice and recommendations to the core NPG group to inform and progress the work required to revise the Neighbourhood plan so that addressing Climate change underpins our direction of travel and plan policies for any continuing planning activity



Time frame and modes of operation

· The group is expected to form at the beginning of 2022 and be active until the end of 2023

· How the group operate will be agreed between the members and may vary depending on the tasks and activities 

· It will be useful to keep a record of how they journey through this agenda 

· 3 monthly reporting to the core NPG will be required for information and updating purposes

· The final report towards the end of 2023 will need to include the data collected and collated from the residents as identified above   

· Funds for the use of venues for parish wide events will need to be sourced via requests to NPG/APC   



Data, information Resources 

It is expected that between the group members they will be familiar with the following:

· Definitions and boundaries of what ‘carbon reduction’ means in this situation, from changes in fuel source at house/dwelling level to those sources that supply any change technology such as to ‘air source heat pumps’

· Definitions of sustainability that unpack ‘to reduce the contribution to climate change by seeking to minimise or reduce the impact of pollution and greenhouse gas emissions’  ‘Finding ways to meet demands of life without causing detriment to society or compromising future generations’ ‘avoidance of the depletion of natural resources in order to maintain an ecological balance’



· NPPF2021 and climate change content: Sustainable development statements from NPPF 2021 

· Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains across each of the different objectives): 

· a) an economic objective – to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure 

· b) a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering well-designed, beautiful and safe places, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural well-being; and 

· c) an environmental objective – to protect and enhance our natural, built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy



· LPP1 And LPP2 Vale of White Horse District Council (WHDC) climate change policies and same for South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) (as the 2 now working together to develop their LPP3 plan active until 2041

· Oxfordshire 2050 plans and content on associated  https://futureoxfordshirepartnership.org  site

· 

[bookmark: _MON_1703161452]Adopted Neighbourhood plans with climate change policies in place – Woodcote South Oxfordshire 

· Any supporting Technology or Engineering evidence papers   

· Funding sources at national or other levels to support the implementation of any aspect of this agenda  

   



The Subgroup has been set up for the following reasons:

Ashbury NP was adopted in July 2019. Since that time, the climate change agenda has become more visibly stated and described in the house build, new and existing housing/dwelling stock and development planning policies, at National, County and Council levels   

VWHDC is in the process of producing a joint local plan till 2041 with SODC and is already developing the climate change policies. SODC already has a range of climate change policies in their current adopted local plan. 

We need to be fully aware of and fully understand what addressing this agenda means for our residents now and for achieving a vision for formulating new policies on climate change and planning in any revised Ashbury neighbourhood plan. 



Constraints

It is likely we will need to be mindful of all the restrictions or constraints our residents will meet or are doing so already in being able to adapt their dwellings or implement all recommendations and the reasons for these.

We expect to be able to at least document these and where possible provide a range of proposals to a range of policy makers/other for how these might be addressed

    



Scope exclusions

The climate change and sustainability agenda are larger than that which affects house build, current housing stock and fuel sources for cars and transport. 

The group task is limited by addressing the above but may choose to go beyond these via other Ashbury parish resident created groups.     





Sign-off

This draft scope document will be 

1. discussed and agreed between the NPG Chair and subgroup lead

2. discussed where group should sit and report to with Chair APC  and signed off accordingly 





Pauline Smith     			Jonathon Loose                 December 2021 

As Chair Ashbury NPG                      Member Ashbury NPG
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[bookmark: _Toc64651211][bookmark: _Toc64651447][bookmark: _Toc87956422][bookmark: _Toc64651226][bookmark: _Toc64651462][bookmark: _Toc87956437]Renewable Energy Generation


Climate change presents a major threat to environmental and social sustainability. New development will add to the community’s greenhouse gas emissions from, for example, electricity generation and transport thus proposals for renewable energy will be supported provided they do not conflict with the NPPF requirement to protect and enhance valued landscapes such as AONBs or sites of biodiversity








Policy E7:    Solar Energy Arrays


                      Proposals for a solar energy array will be supported, in principle having regard to the policies of the Chilterns AONB Management Plan and provided:


                      a.    it is located and designed to suit the character of the local landscape;


                      b.    it is effectively screened;


                      c.    it will not cause significant harmful noise or light pollution; and


                      d.    it will not cause substantial harm to a designated heritage asset.





Sustainability


Both the National Government and the South Oxfordshire District Council have declared a Climate Emergency.  Therefore, reducing the contribution of all development to climate change is a key goal of this plan and new development must be designed and constructed to minimise its impact on the environment; high levels of energy generation on site with solar panels, ground source and/or air source heat pumps will be sought. In an all-village consultation held in October 2019 residents were asked to rate the importance of reducing the carbon footprint of new developments. On a scale of 1 (not important) to 10 (essential) the average across all respondents was 9.1 underlining the importance the community attached to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.





Resource efficiency in both construction and operation should be a priority, and minimum standards required by legislation should be exceeded where possible.





All new development is expected to meet the carbon reduction requirements set out in the Local Plan Policy DES10.





Policy D4:    Renewable Energy


                     All new development should contain solar photovoltaic panels and/or solar water heating panels and new dwellings and buildings be aligned to maximise energy generation. 





[bookmark: _Toc64651227][bookmark: _Toc64651463][bookmark: _Toc87956438]Sustainable Homes and Buildings





Policy D5:    Sustainable Homes


                All new development should:


                 a.  Align dwellings to take maximum advantage of passive solar heating;


                 b.   Be insulated to a high level; and


                 c.    Incorporate sustainable water and drainage systems and storage.





The rural location of Woodcote and the poor public transport provision mean that car ownership is essential for most residents, so it is unlikely that the use of cars will diminish significantly in the foreseeable future.  Petrol and diesel cars make a significant contribution to both air pollution and climate change.  Therefore, sustainable forms of transport, such as electric vehicles and bicycles, should be encouraged.  The Government have recently announced that sales of petrol and diesel vehicles must cease in 2030.  The high level of car ownership in Woodcote (as set out in section 7.1 and Table 7.i) indicates that more than one EV charging point should be provided for the larger houses.





Policy D6:    Sustainable Transport


                All new development should provide:


                a.   one electric vehicle charging point for houses with up to two bedrooms;


                b.  two electric vehicle charging points for houses with three bedrooms or more; and


                c.   secure bicycle storage facilities in accordance with Oxfordshire County Council cycle parking standards.





[bookmark: _Toc64651207][bookmark: _Toc64651443][bookmark: _Toc87956418]Countryside and Environment


· Development might damage Greenmoor Ponds or the aquifer feeding them.


· Development might damage the AONB and landscape and could lead to a loss of valued views across open countryside from within, and into the village.


· Development could lead to a loss of greenfield sites and open the AONB to further development.


· Development might damage the local ecology.





Conservation and enhancement of the landscape and wildlife habitats is a high priority of the NPPF, the Local Plan and the residents of Woodcote and protection of the countryside and the environment are major considerations when assessing potential sites. Wherever possible developments should seek to have a net gain for wildlife in the parish.





The Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study24F[footnoteRef:1] uses ‘biobands’ to illustrate the extent to which areas in the county of Oxfordshire support wildlife.  Six biobands, ranging from Low to Very High are used.  A bioband which is classified as very high tends to support a wider range of wildlife habitats including some which may be of national or international importance.  Lower biobands generally have fewer habitats and these are usually of more local importance. [1:  http://owls.oxfordshire.gov.uk] 






Woodcote is one of the more important locations in the county with the habitat significance of some 60% of the Parish being classified as Very High and another 25-30% being classified as High.





The parish still supports a rich variety of wildlife including species or groups, such as frogs, toads, newts, hedgehogs, wild pollinators, farmland birds and swifts but these are increasingly under pressure. This Neighbourhood Plan seeks to foster a neighbourhood that supports Woodcote’s wildlife and enable it to thrive and support solutions to climate change.





There are no local-level designations, but Woodcote residents place a high value on the environment at Greenmoor Ponds and on the continued protection of the surrounding Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The 2008 Parish Plan notes that ‘99% of villagers want to protect the countryside around Woodcote and the natural features in the village’ and we expect the Local Plan policies ENV1 (Landscape and Countryside), ENV2 (Biodiversity), ENV3 (Biodiversity – Non Designated Sites, Habitats and Species) and ENV5 (Green Infrastructure in New Developments) to apply. 





Policy E3:    Biodiversity and Wildlife Support


                     All development should result in a net biodiversity gain of at least 10%, measured by a recognised biodiversity accounting metric against a baseline ecological survey detailing wildlife habitats, including existing trees and hedgerows, and their condition.


                     Opportunities to incorporate wildlife improvements in and around developments are encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable overall gains for wildlife by implementing measures such as:


                     a.    retaining and ensuring the ongoing sympathetic management of existing wildlife features, such as mature trees, hedgerows and other forms of wildlife corridor;


                     b.   providing and ensuring the ongoing retention of roosting features and/or nesting features for birds, such as owl, bat and/or bird boxes suited to, but not exclusively for swifts, swallows and house martins on each new dwelling or building as an integral part of their design;


                      c.   ensuring hedgehogs can move between gardens through provision and ensured retention of “hedgehog highways”;


                      d.   creating wildlife corridors or other features that support wildlife;


                      e.   encouraging features that support green infrastructure;


                      f.  providing new green spaces, enhanced for pollinators including butterflies and moths, with native trees and/or hedgerows within the development; and


                      g.  retaining wildlife strips of scrubland where development results in the loss of scrubland.


                     Where onsite measures are not possible, offsite measures will be considered.











image3.emf
Chris+Pincher+letter +to+Anneliese+Dodds.pdf


Chris+Pincher+letter+to+Anneliese+Dodds.pdf
m Rt Hon Christopher Pincher MP
AR Minister of State for Housing
MInIStI'y Of Housmg, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Communities & Government
Local Government Fry Building
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
. Tel: 0303 444 3430
Anneliese Dodds MP Email: christopher.pincher@communities.gov.uk
House of Commons
London www.gov.uk/mhclg
SW1A 0AA

Our Ref: 9325025
Your Ref: AN104587

14 January 2021

Dear Anneliese,

Thank you for your email of 23 September on behalf of your constituent, Mr Martin Lipson, of the
Oxfordshire Neighbourhood Plans Alliance, regarding the ‘Planning for the Future’ White Paper.
Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay in responding to you. | appreciate how important
these proposals are for many people across the country, and | am grateful to you for taking the
time to write to us about them.

The ‘Planning for the Future’ Consultation was published on 6 August and sets out proposals for
comprehensive reform to the English planning system. At the heart of these reforms is a need to
make the planning system simpler, quicker and more accessible for local people. Our reforms give
communities a genuinely meaningful voice from the start of the planning process. Rather than
being given a binary choice between opposing or ignoring a planning application, local people will
be a part of the discussion when it matters.

| agree with Mr Lipson that neighbourhood plans should be retained as part of the planning
system. However, we will want to consider whether their content should become more focused to
reflect our proposals for Local Plans, as well as the opportunities which digital tools and data offer
to support their development and improve accessibility for users. While we would require Local
Plans to be informed by appropriate planning for infrastructure, local authorities will need to tailor
this to their specific circumstances, taking a proportionate approach. We will give further
consideration to whether more specific guidance is required.

Once again, | appreciate how important this matter is to Mr Lipson and | am grateful to you for
writing in on his behalf.

RT HON CHRISTOPHER PINCHER MP
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Ashbury Parish Council (APC) actions from Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan (ANP) following adoption of the ANP in July 2019

These items to address below, relate to those requests from residents raised during the development of the NP and which are not covered by the ANP planning policies. The items to be taken up by APC are listed in and drawn from the work plan identified in:  

1. Appendix 2 	Non – Land use Community Aspirations 

2. Appendix 3 	Key Infrastructure Requirements 

3. Appendix 1.5 	Impact of an ageing population in and for Ashbury

It is noted that key infrastructure developments are usually funded by S106 or CIL funds that are generated as a result of house build/development build. The ANP has no build number to achieve. Therefore funds via these usual sources are not available, though other funding sources maybe.        

A small amount of CIL fund has been generated from the most recent single barn application at the ‘change of use’ agricultural buildings in Kingstone Winslow, specifically stated by VWHDC for road surface work at this site in response from the NPG pointing out the condition of this road track. 

The form below is for use for financial years 2021 -23 in preparation for any reporting to the NPG should the current ANP be reviewed for updating in 2023 onwards. 

ANP Appendix 2 and 3

		Non-Land Use

Community Aspirations

Key infrastructure requirements 

		Responsible body

Ashbury Parish Council 

		Summary and any next steps   2021

		2022

		2023



		Regular Bus service to Shrivenham to link to Swindon/Oxford Service 





Funding to sustain existing bus service 



		

APC/CC subgroup





APC Action in place

		Not possible at present. There is now an OCC Transport strategy aligned to the Oxfordshire 2050 plan, where possibilities for an increase in bus services may emerge as part of reducing car use (item could be picked up by CC subgroup)   



Actions in place to protect existing bus service from Lambourne to Swindon via Ashbury (requires OCC funding). Current funding completes end of March 2022

		

		



		A venue for various medical practitioners to be able to hold a clinic 



The construction of a medical clinic on land within the parish, for visiting GP’s







		APC



No action 

		Request based on a previous activity via a GP from Lambourne, who provided a regular clinic for Ashbury residents till the 1960’s. 

Parish Residents are now registered with 3 GP practices. Lambourne, Elm Tree Shrivenham and Wanborough. A service for Ashbury would require

1. Approval from the 3 different Clinical commissioning groups (CCG’s) in which these 3 surgeries are part of and GP practices are now part of ‘GP networks’

2. S106 money to fund infrastructure costs

Neither 1 or 2 available

        

		

		



		Better utilisation of Wixes Piece Open space



		APC

		This has progressed via the Open space APC sub group: tree planting, levelling of the grass and an area marked for the sports use, 2 picnic table and benches have been installed.

The School have started use of the site, APC organised a

Residents rounders match, regular use by residents for dog walking.

Reminders to maximise ongoing use of the space maybe required     

   

		

		



		Extension to the new/current graveyard 

 

		St. Mary’s Church PCC and APC



(APC because when a churchyard is full and closes maintenance, under present national terms, becomes the responsibility of APC)

		Pauline Smith (PS) has clarified current position with Ashbury PCC as she was party to identifying the need to address during the plan development and APC assets work (PS, Cliff Davies (CD) and Roger Simmons (RS) explored at the time nationally and within Oxfordshire as RS predicted 10 years left before full in 2018)



Roger Simmons reports as of December 2021: Since 2018 there has been one new grave and 3 internment of ashes. In providing a statement of projected period of time when the current graveyard will be full will depend on the number of internment of ashes compared with burials. This is an uncertain projection but it would appear that currently the older generations are more likely to choose burials whereas younger generations are more likely to seek internment of ashes lessening the financial burden on loved ones and reducing the impact on the environment. Should this assumption be the case we feel there are still a predicted 10 years until the Graveyard is full. 

 



		

		



		Financial support for mobile library to return 



		APC

		No funding or plans by library service to restart any service

		

		



		Speed restrictions on the exits and entrances to Ashbury 



		APC

Ongoing action

		OCC in 2021 set new 20mph policies for areas across Oxfordshire. APC currently on register for Ashbury to move to 20mph   

		

		









Other items in Appendix 2 and 3 not for APC

1.More extensive postal service at the Rose and Crown

Pauline Smith has clarified position of postal service with Matthew Post Office provider and he states because he committed to 2 days for the residents, agreed in 2019 during the plan development time, that he will continue with 2 days service. He does though state that for many times during the year just 1 day would cover the needs of those that use the service.    

2.Provision of sufficient school capacity

At the time of developing the plan, concerns were raised by the school for filling places to capacity. Since 2019 this is no such concern.

3.Provision of a permanent home for the Pre School

During the development of the plan a Pre School service was listed as an Ashbury parish asset and then in 2018 or so for a number of reasons the service ceased to operate. The School then agreed plans to provide a Pre School service on the site of the main school  



4. Utility connections and capacity and Sewerage treatment capacity 

Both these were raised by longstanding Ashbury residents aware of the infrastructure installed for both water supply and sewerage drainage in Ashbury in the 1960’s and the limited capacity of these especially should further house build\development take place in the future. 





Appendix 1.5

Addressing the Impacts of an ageing population in and for Ashbury. Pauline Smith created an evidence based report on this subject to address house build planning for the needs of our ageing population and is currently responsible for elements of its use, see actions below so far:  

Recommendations in the report: 

1. Level 1 

Oxfordshire Council and the Housing and Planning Departments could take up this baton and draw on their membership of the Rural Network to provide a supporting structure and membership of such a process. Membership should include for example:

· AgeUK Oxfordshire, Public Health, Housing Developers, Transport systems, Those working with a range of Digital Technologies

· NHS via CCG     

And take advice from The Commission for Rural England. 

 

What is clear is that while the problems and impacts are similar, solutions or the way they are configured for urban and rural settings are very likely to need to be different, so there will need to be sub strands to address urban and or rural settings 

Rural England could be requested to take part in Level 1 and 2 and to seek funds to be used to generate the plan and actions for the way forward (although this is now and urgent)   

Residents in Ashbury would be members of this group and feed in and back to Level 2 and Level 3 working



2. Level 2 Vale of White Horse would be a sub section of the above and connected to it for 2 way working, sharing and reporting. The Housing and Planning Department could hold the lead and bring other parties into the process. As most of the Vale is rural this could be its chief focus of attention. 

Residents in Ashbury would be members of this group and feed into and back to any Neighbourhood Planning group review process in Ashbury and or the Parish Council (Parish Councils may be required to extend their remit as part of recognising the changing territory and nature of living in a rural parish with an ageing population)   



3. Level 3 

This would be Ashbury residents generated working group(s) It would important for them to define which parts of the territory they will commit to address and be fed by and feed into formally Level 1 and level 2 work. 



There may be work that takes place across Level 1, 2 and 3. For example there will be other systems and institutions (such as the Church) that will wish to influence, generate and contribute to ways forward for addressing the impacts of an ageing population. Some satellite work would very much add value to the processes required. 



Actions: 2019 -2021 ongoing: 

1. Level 1: Recorded separately. PS was party to a piece of work led by Oxfordshire CCG re Population Health Care Management which should have included VWHDC Planning and Development dept but did not and the piece of work ‘failed’. So no progress of agenda via this route - yet 



2. Level 1: Oxfordshire 2050 plan: this system partnership plan collated some excellent evidence base materials re population demography, the increase in elderly population mapped out and housing need for the elderly identified. This content covered many of the recommendations in the Ashbury report. Next steps of the plan to be monitored and input by NPG identified as required  



3. Level 2: NPG responses to all Ashbury parish planning applications since plan adoption: as measured against the NP: a number of planning applications, where new build or ground floor space is to be altered have drawn on the report by requesting ‘flexible build’ to allow for example for wheelchair access, downstairs bathroom facilities and opportunities for downsizing       
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