                                                   Ashbury Parish 
                          Neighbourhood Plan Group   

Report to Ashbury Parish Council (APC) from Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan Group (NPG) for period January 17th 2022 – March 14th 2022
Activity
A very active and busy 2 months
1. No of planning application responses completed – 4
2. Writing Brief, set up and monitoring of Ashbury Parish connectivity piece of work with Graham Turner (implementation of the OCC digital infrastructure Strategy as it applies to Ashbury parish)  


· Update information has been circulated by Graham T in the newsletter, via email and fb post, presentation and discussion at the February Ashbury Community group meeting and  the setting up of the one drive with extensive supporting information for any Ashbury resident to access
· In response to the information provided a number of residents are now in touch with GT and ongoing activity and actions continue
· There are 2 possible options for Idstone – Airband will install ftd if sufficient resident commitment – being coordinated in Idstone by Mark Watkins 
· KW barns and Dairy + other = Group of residents and Developer working directly with Airband for options, agreements   
· I have provided feedback to Craig Bower in Lead OCC Digital Infrastructure role about the local difficulties being experienced by residents in aspects of the implementation phase of the contracted work with Airband. (not the responsibility of the APC to sort and OCC have requested feedback for strategy scrutiny and monitoring purposes)   
This is a very constructive and useful subgroup piece of work led by Graham T that is, via the monitoring process, continuing at present   

3. Manual for orientation to the activity of NPG: 
 So far Draft in circulation: 
· NPG members and new members Development needs process/ plan (this can be generated as a self-assessment and plan development process or in discussion with the Chair)  
· Terms of reference for NPG

4. Britchcombe Farm build plans by Lovat Parks
· I collated APC/NPG statements into questions form (as requested by UffingtonPC) and sent these + our support to any next steps to Chair and Vice Chair (I forwarded to you all previously response from the Chair)  
· Uffington PC meeting on 14th March when questions raised during February process will be shared and discussed with the Chief Exec Lovat Parks. A planning application expected after this time. Uffington PC will let us know how they plan to respond and what our input might be 

5. Briefing to APC re National and South/Vale Planning Enforcement policy in practice as related to a situation in the Parish, now closed     

NPG and Vale activity
1. Meeting: PS, CP, EW with Emily Hamerton Vale and South Development Manager Planning to feedback and discuss changes in practice to support best use of ANP/NP’s in and for the planning application process
The first meeting was held on 8th Feb 2022. 2nd meeting will take place March 16th 202 

2. NPG response sent to proposed revised VWHDC and SODC ‘Design guidance’ content and method 
ONPA
1. Next meeting planned for 9th April
· NPG response sent to LGA re a piece of work for South/Vale where use of NP as part of this review has been excluded  
 





Pauline Smith as Chair Ashbury Neighbourhood Plan Group   March 2022     
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Ashbury Parish Council (APC): Connectivity agenda 

Scope and Brief for the remit: to Graham Turner and Neil Jacobs, with Graham as Lead as of January 2022

On behalf of Ashbury Parish Council (APC) to undertake a range of activities so that Ashbury parish residents are more fully informed about and have the opportunity to raise questions, discuss or clarify any of the following:   

· the current installation by Airband in Kingstone Winslow of infrastructure for broadband as generated and funded by Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Digital Infrastructure strategy 

· with ongoing opportunities for installation by Airband in parts of Ashbury and Idstone

· with ongoing opportunities for installation connection by Open reach  

· the opportunity for sections of the parish to access, as part of installation costs, the OCC supported voucher scheme 

· the current situation, ongoing situation and future need regarding 5G mast installation 

· the planned future for connectivity in relation to National policy/key provider policy/OCC digital infrastructure strategy only as this may apply to Ashbury residents  



Boundary of this scoping brief: inclusions and excluded elements of the total connectivity agenda  

Inclusions: The role of the parish council in this element of the ‘connectivity agenda’ is shaped by the requirements of the OCC Digital Infrastructure strategy implementation plan and ONLY as this applies to parts of Ashbury parish and a number of residents. These elements are laid out as above. 

There is a section of the OCC strategy that addresses the needs of Broadband and 5G mast connectivity for residents and business providers in rural areas, set against a range of current availability and speed. 

Funded Contracts or arrangements for infrastructure installation and subsequent service provision with named suppliers have been agreed at OCC level in partnership with and funding input provided with each of the Oxfordshire District Councils.  For Broadband these are Airband and Openreach.  

Exclusions: the APC does not have a responsibility for the larger connectivity agenda: if no infrastructure installation is involved, or to source details of other Broadband providers and their costs and plans, or to make this information available to residents. That is not included in the brief here. 



For addressing the above: Time frame and activity

1. Here and now – immediate action from handover of brief at end of January 2022 until beginning of March 2022

· To establish if or how the vouchers can be sourced and the criteria used for access by residents and or the voucher use

· To liaise with Airband about their current plans for residents in parts of Ashbury, the plans for installation in Idstone and how the process will proceed (contact details will be provided)

· To generate information sheets/packages or provide links for residents to be able to make sense of information sources about the above voucher scheme



2. Ongoing - activity may co-exist while 1 above is being addressed or once completed until review time in March or May 2022   

· To map out for use/reference source for Ashbury parish residents. using a variety of formats, the ongoing plans re the connectivity agenda as this applies to the OCC strategy, national directives and suppliers, for example  

· Why the need for 5G masts and where now

· BT to end landline activity in 2024

With a range of possible actions the residents may need to take or be aware of 



For 1 and 2: To use a variety of methods to engage with Ashbury parish residents. This could include:

· written material to be posted on the Ashbury parish website, circulated via Margaret Smith email, or sheet to be posted through residents’ door for those not on the email list or with access to the computer/internet (the material too long to be posted on FB but a message to state where it can be found provided)

· set up of some large groups, small group up to six, small group 2-3 or 1-1 sessions that are two way to provide information as per brief and to hear their questions, discuss and provide answers where possible 

·  A variety of settings could be used – resident premises, the pub, the shop or Village Hall (if the Village Hall is used then APC will pay for the sessions but the VH does not have internet connection)

· To record of all your activities, input and questions raised by the residents and a section recording those questions raised that could not be answered at this point

Activity reporting to APC

· To provide verbal updates to Pauline S at mid and end of February and more frequently should this be required to address unforeseen issues 

· To provide a verbal report of activities and outcomes at the March 2022 APC to the Councillors/Chair meeting and or May 2022 as deemed necessary by either party         

Background

OCC digital Infrastructure strategy and memorandum of agreement to delivery of the strategy with associated funding input with all Oxfordshire District councils

· OCC contracts with suppliers and funding arrangements 

· Rural sites chosen for installation by Airband and more recently with Openreach



5G mast application made to Vale of White Horse by a 3 supplier. Refused because application siting was amber rated and in an AONB. Follow up actions by VWHDC with the supplier did not happen. This situation being addressed by OCC, but outcome for Ashbury in near or long term for access to 5G unknown at present.  



National changes planned by BT to end land line service in 2024       

 



Pauline Smith as NPG Chair   

(because of planning permission required for 5G masts, in relation to implementation of the OCC Digital and Infrastructure strategy with use of the code of practice 2016 and updates re communication installations).   

 and on behalf of APC

Date 18th January 2022
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